 ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (held by telephone conference) on 6th May 2020 
Cllrs. present: Cllr. F. Belgrove (Chairman), Cllr. Osborne, Cllr. Wiggins, Cllr. Day, Cllr. L. Belgrove, Cllr. Hammick, Cllr. Housden, Cllr. Swash and Cllr. Scott.
Also present: Parish Clerk & Cty. Cllr. Goggin
                      



Minutes
1. Acknowledgement regarding COVID-19 restrictions
2. The High Sheriff of Essex, Julie Fosh, sent her best and recognized the efforts made to support communities during the Coronavirus situation. 
3. Cllr. Clark confirmed there had been a slight delay in sending the Alresford Neighbourhood Plan to TDC

05.20.1565 Apologies for Absence

Cllr. Clark gave apologies.
05.20.1566 Declarations of Interest

Cllr. F. Belgrove declared an interest in agenda item 05.20.1574. Cllr. L. Belgrove declared an interest in EALC? Cllr./Dist. Cllr. Scott declared an interest in the District report as did Cllr./Dist. Cllr. Wiggins.
05.20.1567 Minutes of the last monthly meeting

The minutes of the meeting from 1st April 2020 were agreed overall. 7 in favour and 2 abstentions.
05.20.1568 Council to ratify and agree record of decisions made by e-mail in lieu of April meeting.

The record of decisions was approved. 8 in favor and 1 abstention.

05.20.1569 Finance Report for April/and payments list
The finance report was approved, 8 in favor and 1 abstention.
Action: RFO to process payments.

05.20.1570 Finance: Council to approve delegation to the Finance Committee of Council expenditure permissions of up to £2500 in any one month. (For the duration of the Covid 19 restrictions) Finance committee may make decisions by conference calls and/or e-mails.

Inc video conferencing incase used.
All in favor.

05.20.1571 Covid 19 – Report on Alresford Parish Council’s response to the crisis (Written Report)
The report was previously circulated – Noted.

05.20.1572 District Councillor’s report (Written Report) and 3 min verbal report

District

Whilst there are no actually meetings being carried due to the Covid 19 situation Gary has been involved in online meetings with Ian Davidson together with the other parties so that they can be kept up to date with what TDC is going on by the Officers and Staff. 

Planning and Cabinet Meetings are being set up although some planning decisions are being made by the Officers.

Ian Davidson is sending out regular updates – from his most recent update he has told us that there have been some service changes to Careline so that capacity can be increased but making sure that social distancing is still being observed and extra equipment is being used during this time.  They have been able to give grants to 70% of businesses in Tendring which is good news and are still trying to make contact with the other 30%.

Fly tipping continues to be a problem in the District as there are no recycling centres open.

Alresford 

We have had phone calls and emails from residents to do with boxes and wheelie bins.

We have continued to have requests for prescriptions and shopping needs in the Village.

Litter picks carried out in Cockaynes Lane recently as well. 

New guidelines available on bonfires, https://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/environment/pollution-noise/bonfires.

05.20.1573 Essex County Councillor Report (Written Report) and 3 min verbal report

Cty. Cllr. Report previously circulated. 

Point 4 from the report; Brook Farm flooding issue – being investigated, does sound like it’s not a Highways issue.
Point 6 from the report; Chris Stonham had not seen Cty. Cllr. Goggin’s notes.

Point 14 from the report; Food parcels, 4000 volunteers.

ECC spent over £100,000,000 on COVID issues (mainly on Adult and child social care)

05.20.1574 Parish Council fiscal year decision list:

(i) Council to continue with existing internal auditor company – Heelis & Lodge were appointed as the Internal Auditor for 2019-20.
Action: Clerk to arrange internal audit for 2019/20.

(ii) Council to continue with existing Insurance Company via Royal Sun Alliance group. 8 in favor and 1 abstention. Overall in favor.
Action: Clerk to proceed with instruction to insurance company.

(iii) Council to continue with Chairman’s Allowance at current level of £500pa (no increase). 8 in favor and 1 abstention. Overall in favor.

Action: RFO to confirm with Ladywell Acc. Serv.

(iv) Council to maintain pavilion and field rental charges at current level for Football club £1000pa.

8 in favor and 1 abstention. Overall in favor.
05.20.1575 Committees and Working Parties

(i) Additional Councillor required for the Finance Committee

All in favor for Cllr. Swash to be co-opted on to the Finance committee.
Action: Clerk to update Committee listing.

05.20.1576 Maintenance and materials

(i) Council to allocate £450 for petrol hedge trimmer (For Volunteer in PP3 scheme). All in favor.
Action: Clerk to proceed with purchase.

(ii) Council to allocate £500 for handyman materials (May/June 2020). All in favor.
(iii) Council to allocate £250 for pavilion clock repairs (Exterior clock on tower). All in favor.
Action: Clerk to proceed with instruction to contractor to proceed with repairs.

(iv) Council to allocate £1500 for LED light fittings replacement- Hard Court. (further expenditure will be required – this item is to address urgent works. All in favor.
Action: Clerk to proceed with instruction to contractor to proceed with repairs.

(v) Council to allocate £750 for repairs/additional security following burglary (for items not covered by insurance and for insurance excess). All in favor.
Action: Clerk to proceed with instruction to contractor to proceed with repairs.

05.20.1577 Environment projects - Village gardens/hanging baskets etc. and Alresford Creek disabled access improvements.

(i) Council to consider timeline for those projects taking into account the current emergency situation.

Cllr. L. Belgrove; thinks it should be postponed until further notice, everyone agreed the same comments.

Cllr. Scott; can the handy man fit the brackets in advance
Resolution made to delay due to COVID 19 situation, subject to Government guidance.

05.20.1578 Council to consider instructing Contractors (Butchers Ltd of Brightlingsea) to re-paint yellow zig-zag warning lines outside school and “School” road surface painted notification. 

These works would be carried out under the ECC Highways Devolution Scheme. Quote £985.

It was agreed to contact North Essex Parking Partnership first as they may be able to carry out the works. If NEPP cannot carry out the works then Butchers Ltd would be given the go ahead. 
Action: Clerk to contact NEPP.

05.20.1579 Council to authorize purchase of litter bin for Cockaynes Lane
Estimated cost £350. (To replace dog waste and small waste bin).

All in favor to replace bins.
Action: Clerk to process order for new bin.

05.20.1580 Councillor’s to raise any matters they feel should be brought to the attention of the Council (1 minute each councillor).

Cllr. L. Belgrove – Praised the councillor’s and community for their support and contribution in the current COVID 19 situation. Concern raised regarding a comment made from EALC of excluding councillor’s who do not have the necessary equipment to participate in virtual meetings.
Cllr. Day – Praised all, Rev. Fordyce could help with food bank vouchers if needed.

Cllr. Osborne – Planning application for 5 dwellings decided by delegated decision, why was it delegated? Another question raised about weed killing in Alresford; would Alresford Parish Council need to step in again to pay for it or will it be carried out by TDC/ECC? Cllr. Scott requested that certain areas be swept and cleaned in the village, but unsure if this had been done or when it would be done.

05.20.1581 Council to consider reimbursement of conference call charges

5p per minute on landline, and 12p per minute on a mobile these charges did not include individual providers charges.

1hr 10 minutes meeting call – expense form for participants required. 
Action: Clerk to set up a form for claiming expenses for teleconference call. Councillor’s to provide details of charges from their providers.
05.20.1582 Council to agree the issue of the B1027 speed limit changes be delegated to members of the Parish Council working party to enable them to compile information and respond to Essex Highways investigations.

8 in favour and 1 abstention. 
Action: Highways Working Party to compile information for submitting to Essex Highways.

05.20.1583 Alresford Hall Farm – Speed limit reduction

Councillors to give their views. 40 mph to be held out for.  
05.20.1584 Meeting ended at 20.35pm 
Chairman/Vice Chairman signed:……………………………………  Date:…………………………
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