 ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (held by telephone conference) on 7th October 2020 
Cllrs. present (remote attendance): Cllr. F. Belgrove (Chairman), Cllr. Osborne, Cllr. L. Belgrove, Cllr. Hammick, Cllr. Clark, Cllr. Swash, Cllr. Scott and Cllr. Housden.
Also present (remote attendance): Parish Clerk & Cty. Cllr. Goggin (arriving late due to attending another meeting)
                      



Minutes
Announcements:
1. Formal notice from Colchester Borough Council, that they had adopted the RAMS planning document.
2. Serious criminal damage to the fencing at the play area, Essex Police were investigating
3. Congratulation letter received from the EALC Chairman regarding the LCAS Foundation Award.

10.20.1672 Apologies for Absence

Cllr. Wiggin gave apologies. Cllr. Scott was attending an urgent meeting at TDC, he would attend the telephone conference meeting as soon as possible.
10.20.1673 Declarations of Interest

No declarations declared.

10.20.1674 Minutes of the last monthly meeting

The minutes of the meeting from 2nd September 2020 were agreed. Agenda item 09.20.1660(iii) changed from TDC to ECC. Agenda item 09.20.1662, Cllr. L. Belgrove wanted to change the tense, otherwise the minutes were agreed. 
10.20.1675 Public Forum (members of the public and guests can address the council or submit written questions/statements). Time limit 3 mins per person. Item limited to 10 minutes. 
There were no questions from the public.
10.20.1676 Finance Report for September 2020
The Clerk was thanked for successfully applying for a £10,000 grant. 2 abstentions. Report approved.
Action: RFO to process payments.

10.20.1677 Planning:

i) 20/01200/FUL M Rudd Proposed two storey dwelling. Primrose Cottage St Osyth Road Alresford Colchester Essex CO7 8DD 

Comment: Objection - Outside of the settlement boundary as stated in Alresford’s Neighbourhood Plan. 3 abstentions.
ii) 20/01227/FUL Mrs Tinneveld Removal of condition 2 on planning permission 02/00207/FUL to allow for use of the building for Class A1/A2 purposes. 47 Station Road Alresford Colchester Essex CO7 8BU

Comment: Item moved, to be dealt with away from the meeting as there is some confusion with the address/location.
Actions: Update TDC Planning Portal with comments.

10.20.1678 Neighbourhood Plan progress report on final stages

Currently the Tendring District Council consultation finishes next week. Hopefully, it will be approved by the Inspector by the end of this year. A referendum would be the next stage.
10.20.1679 Council to approve request for a new waste bin along Wivenhoe Road (midway between The Pointer and The Chase). £250 plus installation costs.

Proposal by Cllr. F. Belgrove, Cllr. L. Belgrove seconded. All those present were in favour.
Action: Proceed with ordering and installation of new bin.

10.20.1680 Remembrance Day arrangements (inc wreath purchase)

Cllr. Wiggins would be purchasing a wreath for the council. 
Damage had been made to one of the posts around the war memorial. All 4 posts to be replaced and installed ready for Remembrance Sunday.
10.20.1681 Highways Panel Report

Two matters County Councillor Goggin would be dealing with under his report; B1027 and Cockaynes Lane.
10.20.1682 Five year environment plan progress report

A draft plan was being put together at the moment, then it would be put to the Environment Working Party.

Cllr Hammick reported that a resident had recently joined the Working Party.
10.20.1683 Public Realm improvements – Hanging baskets/garden area update

Cllr. Swash had been working hard to get things moving. Awaiting permission from Essex County Council Highways to put up the baskets on designated street light posts. At present everything was within budget. 
10.20.1684 Staunton Gate – Information on handover to the Parish Council of allotments, play area and all public open spaces 

Cllr. F. Belgrove reported. Hand over arrangements/negotiations were under way. Allotments were not ready yet, but the play area and most of the grass maintenance was ready. The Parish Council was in conversation with Tendring District Council and Taylor Wimpey to proceed.
10.20.1685 Alresford Parish Council to resolve to support various Dementia initiatives and a funding request from Age Concern.

Cllr. Housden declared a pecuniary interest. Better clarification was needed on the Age Concern part of the item as to the services Alresford residents would benefit from. It was requested to defer to another meeting as a separate item.
Action: Clerk to contact Age Concern requesting more detailed information.

It was proposed to support the Dementia Friendly Initiative. 1 abstention, otherwise in favour.
10.20.1686 Section 106 money and commuted payments report: Taylor Wimpey and Bennett Homes

Cllr. F. Belgrove confirmed that there would be £97k from Bennetts (commuted payment) (25% of properties would need to be occupied first) and Taylor Wimpey’s contribution would be £57k (commuted payment).
10.20.1687 White Paper on Planning and also Local Government report

The Parish Council had responded to the White Paper, the Local Government report had been withdrawn for the moment.
10.20.1688 TDALC and EALC AGM’s – The Clerk and Cllr. L. Belgrove to report.

Cllr. L. Belgrove reported – TDALC (Tendring District of Local Councils) 2 representatives attend for Alresford, they’re Cllr. L. Belgrove and Cllr. F. Belgrove. To attend (Essex wide) you would need to be nominated by TDALC. 
In the EALC AGM amendments were proposed for the Constitution, a noticeably short period of time was given for a consultation. The Constitution document for the EALC had not been reviewed for many years (since 2013). It was felt that EALC were trying to rush it through. Changes to the constitution could only be approved at an AGM. Cllr. L. Belgrove put in a formal complaint to the EALC and requested that the item be deferred so that more time could be given for a proper consultation. 
A unanimous vote from TDALC that there was a lack of time for a decision. Michael Talbot was given the responsibility to put forward the motion if it was not agreed he would object. Cllr. L. Belgrove resigned before the EALC meeting.

The actual vote at the EALC AGM failed, so now the constitution couldn’t be reviewed until September 2021.
The main proposed amendments were:

1. Clerks could no longer attend/be voted in as members of their District Association

2. Give power to the EALC to refuse a member

3. 4-year term for the Chairman and 2 Vice-Chairman, the current term ends next year, it was proposed for the term limit to be removed. 

Cllr. L. Belgrove requested a proposal for the Parish Council to consider, that an agenda item be put forward for November, to write a letter of complaint to the EALC, stating that they were disrespectful to all councils who were the member councils and that rules were not abided by. There had to be a considerable consultation period for a constitution to be changed.
Action: Clerk to put requested item on the next agenda for consideration.

10.20.1689 Disabled viewing area – Alresford Creek possible revised plan

The revised plan would be that there was a larger base, to accommodate an adjacent bench. Request to defer with a more visual idea of what could be put in place and costings.
Action: Clerk to put an example together with costings.

10.20.1690 Speed limit concerns in Ford Lane and St. Andrews Close

Cllr. F. Belgrove reported. Residents had requested that the 20’s plenty scheme should be implanted further along Ford Lane and into St. Andrews Close. Request made for item to be deferred so that a visual drawing can be produced with costings.
Action: Clerk to put together an example with costings.

10.20.1691 Removal of vegetation (playing field side). Cost of £380 plus vat.

Council to approve removal of brambles, ivy and cut back part of a tree. The quoted works were approved. All in favour.
Action: Clerk to contact contractor to progress with quoted works.
10.20.1692 Committee meetings - Forthcoming meetings to be announced

Personnel Committee meeting - for staff appraisals date to be confirmed.
Finance Committee meeting - 22nd October 2020 via Zoom
10.20.1693 Relocation of an item of play equipment

A diagram was provided to show where the location of the see-saw would be. All in favour.
Action: Clerk to inform contractor to proceed with approved works.

10.20.1694 COVID-19 update and decisions on Pavilion usage

Request made by ACRFC to use the changing rooms. As it stands with the Government guidelines, the FA state all players should arrive in their football kit ready to play. All in favour not to allow use of the changing rooms.
Action: Clerk to contact ACRFC to advise of Parish Councils decision.
10.20.1695 District Councillor’s report (Written Report) and 3 min verbal report

Dist. Cllr. Scott reported:

*Both District Councillors’ attended a full council meeting last month. 
*Met new residents on the Taylor Wimpey site
*Delivered recycling boxes to residents, wheelie bins ordered for residents in the flats (Taylor Wimpey site)
*Dist. Cllr. Scott met residents regarding planning issues and parking issues with the current gas works. 
*Tendring low for COVID cases, Brentwood and Saffron Walden have had spikes. 
*TDC had opened some of its offices now, but there were some restrictions. 
*Russ Cole an Enforcement Officer at TDC (formerly Essex Police) 120 officers dealing with COVID issues in Tendring.

*Scam calls trying to get payment for COVID tests
10.20.1696 Essex County Councillor Report (Written Report) and 3 min verbal report

Report already circulated. See appendix 1.
10.20.1697 Council to consider reimbursement of conference call charges for 7th October 2020 meeting

Agreed, if needed.

10.20.1698 PCSO report

Cllr. L. Belgrove reported – Report previously circulated.
10.20.1699 Councillor’s to raise any matters they feel should be brought to the attention of the Council (1 minute each councillor).

Cllr. L. Belgrove – EALC item from earlier to be added to next agenda

Cllr. Housden – Request for paperwork font to be made larger

Cllr. Osborne – B1027 wild flower seeds planted end of last year, were cut down twice. Could the Parish Council write to ECC requesting not to cut the area when in flower. 

Cllr. Swash – Fly-tipping report app called Clear Waste https://clearwaste.com/ could be a better way to report issues.
10.20.1700 Meeting ended at 9.25pm
Chairman/Vice Chairman signed:……………………………………  Date:…………………………
Appendix 1 – County Council report

	1.
	Locality Grant from ECC.

CCTV Cameras
	Possibility 50% funding from ECC.  
	Discussions with Chairman.  Possibility of extending from 1 to 3 plans to purchase cameras for Fly-tipping and anti-social issues.
	Decision needed at October parish meeting as to matched funding

	2.
	Kent & Essex Fisheries Conservation
	AG. Meeting 16/09
	Update.  Expansion.  Based in Brightlingsea
	New boat.  Fish stocks good in several species

	3.
	Transport to school
	Meeting 30/09
	Most of students who request transport are using it.
	Good response.  Some difficulty with social distancing on bus.

	4.
	Schools safety. Meeting 29/09
	550 schools. 13,000 staff. 200,000 students. 61 cases reported
	Attendance at schools normally 95% at this time.  Post-Covid 91.5%
	Schools are perceived as safe places.  Response from parents and teachers very good.

	5.
	Cockaynes Lane meeting. 09/09
	AG + FB + ECC safety Engineer. On site 
	Observation, plus talks with residents, local business & residents.  Dog walkers.  Many off lead in middle road.
	Interesting.  Virtually no cars during 1 hour.

Request police view.

	6.
	ECC Recycling centres.

Locally Clacton & Colchester.
	Variety of circulars and press releases
	ECC have now opened all sites,  Some are still  restricted due to social distancing inside sites.
	Not quite back to normal. Still only one person per vehicle to get out. I believe they are looking at some later opening times.

	7.
	ECC Highways Issues monthly July bulletin
	Circular sent to councilors via AG’s “clerk” system.
	Update included article on how many repairs in district.  
	It has been a surprisingly good time to get some of the bigger projects done.  Much less traffic on road.  A good example is B1029 junction with B1027 at Thorrington and feeding roads.

	8.
	Notes from highway briefing
	Circular sent to councilors via AG’s “clerk” system.
	Speed & volume surveys were temporarily suspended.  Now reinstated.
	Felt that any results would not be truly representative.

	9.
	Colne School Zebra crossing & junction changes.
	Public consultation from Aug 1st
	300 plus increase in students.  Possibly up to £5 million spend
	Hopefully all aware and responding. Important to students from Alresford catching bus and using sports field.

	10.
	Regular update meetings with ECC officers and other Councillors.

Variety of subjects.
	Some road resurfacing & re-dressing going ahead.

 
	4000 volunteers for ECC Shield programe. Not enough work for all volunteers.

ECC spent £106 million extra. Two grants from central govt but only £37 & £26 millions.

Potential shortfall in rates.  Reserves being used.  Good to have them!
	COVID.  In many areas ECC are not entirely totally responsible, but are aware of their social and moral responsibility. 

	11.
	Library in Essex Nearest in Brightlingsea.
	In the second tranche of libraries to be opened.
	
	Now open.  AG visited. Working okay.  Working around social distancing inside.

	12.
	11. Community Shielding.  ECC scheme. 
	4,000 volunteers over whole of Essex
	Now awaiting increase in requests as some return to work and possible second wave of lockdown
	Not all Volunteer used.  That’s a good thing!  Recommended as additional help to local efforts.

	13.
	B1029 “flooding” – tenpenny hill
	Historical problems this time of year.
	ECC engineers visited. Swept earlier in year..

Following recent heavy rain pleased to see little surface water.  Less than previous.
	Problem appears to be not on highway, coming back with cameras. May be issue about riparian rights.

	14.
	Potholes member led initiative. 2020
	Introduced again.  10 for Alresford in order of priority
	Some already on list. Some not qualify. Select.  You may not have 10!  Not kerbs!
	AG advised all reported will be inspected by engineer this month.  Provided accepted schedule for next few months.

	15.
	LHP meeting 17/09/20

[attended with Cllr.Belgrove]
	Budget £395K. Commissioned schemes already allocated.
	No funds left for THIS year
	Some Councils looking at “part funding option”. As Alresford VAS.  St Osyth crossroads.

	16.
	Sustainable transport
	Member briefing. 25/09
	National position re electric scooters and improved cycleways in Essex.  Offering an alternative choice for some.
	Confusion.  Most electric scooters illegal.  Question whether viable. 

	17.
	Local Government reform
	Briefing. 24/09. ECC & TDC to merge/go?
	Much discussion for 2021 May elections.
	Many feel COVID & BREXIT more likely to take precedence.

	18.
	Essex Youth Community group in Tendring
	Tendring community commissioners meetings 23/09 & 16/09
	Support needed for local 6th form students who forced to study at home.  Some have poor facilities.

Possible £20K grant available.
	ECC looking at “hub” options.  Libraries? Counth buildings? Community centres?

	19.
	Early Years support. AG chairman.
	Every month new cases to be discussed. Meeting 15/09
	Children under age 6.  Applications from nurseries and pre-schools for grants to help support many with special requirements/needs.
	This still active area despite COVID.  Much needed support from ECC carries on

	20.
	Local Highway Panel
	Meeting. 17/09
	AG seen draft B1027 report.  Some amendments needed before signed off.  Then legal department look.
	Pleased to report some “wins”.  .
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