ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held on the 7th August 2019 at 7.30pm
Present: Cllr. F. Belgrove (Chairman), Cllr. Osborne, Cllr. Housden, Cllr. Wiggins, Cllr. Day, Cllr. L. Belgrove, Cllr. Hammick and Cllr. Scott.
Also present: Parish Clerk, Cty. Cllr. Goggin, and 5 member of the public.
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.
                      



Minutes
Announcements:
i) Congratulations given to the whole community in regards to Essex Village Of Year competition, 1st in our category and then 2nd overall.
ii) There would be an In Camera section to the meeting
08.19.1362 Apologies for absence: Cllr. Scott & Cllr. Wiggins would be arriving late (delayed as attending meeting at Thorrington), Cllr. Clark was absent.
08.19.1363 Minutes of the last monthly meeting: The minutes of the meeting from 3rd July 2019. Cllr. Housden proposed and Cllr. L. Belgrove seconded. Cllr. Osborne abstained as was not at July’s meeting. Otherwise all in favour.
08.19.1364 Declarations of Interest: Cllr. F. Belgrove and Cllr. Hammick declared interests in agenda 08.19.1372. Cllr. L. Belgrove declared and interest in agenda item 08.19.1370.
08.19.1365 Public Forum (10 min. item. Public may address the Council for no longer than 3 mins. per person). 
A resident mentioned about sowing wild flowers, photos were shown of examples of other grassed areas and a roundabout. 
The same resident asked how often the dog bins were emptied as bins in Crestlands and Cockaynes Lanes haven’t been emptied for a while.
A resident mentioned an issue recently with the skip bin, joint effort to resolve with the Clerk. Can more be done for recycling on site?
A resident queried the vegetation along Ford Lane as overgrown and causing issues when vehicles/people/horses trying to pass vehicles. The same resident mentioned brambles at the allotments encroaching on a resident’s garden.
A resident informed the council of a coach trip (people attending trip will be using the car park) on 21st August didn’t want it to clash with the car park markings.
08.19.1366 Plants and maintenance items for flower beds in Station Road
Proposal: It was proposed that £80 be allocated to supplement donated plants and maintenance items so volunteers could maintain the flower beds in Station Road.
Cllr. F. Belgrove proposed, Cllr. Day seconded. All in favour. Thanks was given for the work that had been put into maintaining the flower beds.
08.19.1367 Parish Council Website provider (Essexinfor.net) to cease operation in March 2020
Council to consider its options in order to maintain a website.
Cllr. Day suggested word press. The Clerk informed the council of possible options, we could have the same issue with another provider. Cllr. F. Belgrove suggested if nothing resolved by October 2019 we should be independent.
Cllr. F. Belgrove informed the council about the pre-planning application from Rural Solutions for a play site at Alresford Hall, the Clerk, Cllr. F. Belgrove and Cllr. Osborne attended the meeting. Public consultation to be held.
08.19.1368 Planning
Council to consider the following applications/matters:
(i) Application no.: 19/01020/TELLIC
Proposal: Removal of 1 no. public payphones
Location: O/S The Shealing, Colchester Main Road, Alresford
Comments: Info only. Noted.
(ii) Application no.: 19/01069/OUT
Proposal: Erection of 2 no. dwellings houses
Location: Land North of Willow Lodge, Cockaynes Lane, Alresford
Comments: Alresford Parish Council object to the application for the following reasons: 1. The proposal is not compatible with the TDC Local Plan, its emerging Local Plan and also Alresford's emerging Neighbourhood Development Plan.
2. The ancient Cockaynes Lane has had its first section adjacent to the junction of Station Road remodelled to accommodate the sizable Taylor Wimpey development. The remainder of the lane is narrow with ancient hedgerows and should remain as such.
3. There has recently been large scale development within the settlement boundary, to continue development outside of the settlement boundary would cause significant harm to the rural nature of the area and should only be undertaken with provision for agricultural linked housing or sheltered housing for care of the elderly (page 16 emerging Neighbourhood Plan).
4. Adverse impacts would significantly outweigh the benefits.
Impacts; increase traffic in narrow lanes, loss of hedgerow, setting a precedence for urban sprawl. Objection: Cllr. Osborne proposed, Cllr. Housden seconded. 
08.19.1369 Correspondence received from Market Fields College (Farm Development) with a request for land in Alresford
Cllr. Hammick and Cllr. F. Belgrove have met with a representative from the school. A main area of land has already been found but satellite sites were required as well. 
08.19.1370 Essex Association of Local Councils report and Tendring District Association of Local Councils report
Cllr. F. Belgrove congratulated Cllr. L. Belgrove on being elected as Vice-Chairman of TDALC. 
Cllr. L. Belgrove reported: Email going around called ‘next door’ like a neighbourhood watch. Cllr. L. Belgrove to recommend that councils do not use it as it is not secure with regards to who you are talking to. Litter mentioned as the district of Tendring is one of the worst.  
08.19.1371 Replacement vacuum cleaner for the Pavilion
A replacement to be suitable for use by our contractor cleaner and hirers. It was proposed that £250 be budgeted to replace the existing vacuum cleaner. Cllr. F. Belgrove proposed, Cllr. L. Belgrove seconded. All in favour.
08.19.1372 Railway Station site update
i) Railway Station House – Plunkett Foundation to help with a plan of how best to utilise the Station House. £15,000 awarded to help set up the business to run the Station House. Suggestions on what to use the Station House for was community workshops, an art centre and café.
ii) Porta cabin site – Greater Anglia, had chosen Alresford to have a sculpture of a bee installed, Alresford was put forward for this from members of the Association of Community Rail Partnerships. A map and a history board being added too (designed by Cllr. Hammick).
08.19.1373 Essex Village Of The Year report
Council to discuss acknowledgement signs for the village entrance gates.
Item was deferred to September’s meeting.
08.19.1374 Wild flower planting on specific verge (B1027). Cllr. Osborne to present.
Cllr. Osborne reported about the area along the main road from Tenpenny up to the bridge would be an ideal location. Depending on the outcome we could then look at other areas to smarten up. Pictorial Meadows supplier of seeds. £500 suggested for the preparation of the area by a contractor, then £480 for the seeds. Cllr. Osborne proposed, budget suggested for £1000. Cllr. Housden seconded. All in favour.
08.19.1375 Neighbourhood Plan update
Draft Plan had been submitted to Tendring District Council. Waiting for TDC Planning Dept. comments. Cllr. Clark would be present at the October meeting to present Neighbourhood Plan to the council.
08.19.1376 Clearance of footpath between Station Road and Cockaynes Lane B1027
Proposal: It is proposed that under the Highways Devolution Scheme £200 would be allocated for clearance of the footpath. J’s Garden Valet Services to carry out the works.
Cllr. L. Belgrove proposed to accept it, Cllr. Housden seconded. All in favour.
08.19.1377 Air conditioning units for the Pavilion
Council to consider the installation of air conditioning units. 
Agreed to proceed with getting more information and quotes for air to air heating/air conditioning.
08.19.1378 Unexpected impact of housing development on existing residents
i) Increased rail noise to south of development 
ii) Possible TV and mobile phone signals affected
Council to consider possible solutions. Contact Taylor Wimpey first. Government issue as well. Clerk to investigate installation of a taller/booster mast.
Cty. Cllr. Goggin arrived at 20.34pm
Dist. Cllr. Scott & Wiggins arrived at 20.36pm
08.19.1379 Parish Council 5 year Strategy
Working Party to be formed, first meeting to be booked for September 2019.
Arrange after Clerk back from annual leave.
08.19.1380 County and District Councillor’s Reports: To receive reports from elected representatives. (5 minutes maximum each Councillor would be appreciated).
Dist. Cllr. Scott reported:
· Declared an interest in the dist. report as did Cllr. Wiggins.
· Ian Davidson (CEO of TDC) thanked Alresford for accommodating him of his Ward Visit recently.
· A lot of calls regarding recycling and wheelie bins issued. 
· Lorries going through the village empty, can the contractor look into this.
· Additional council houses in Jaywick Sands
· Local Plan meeting attended
· EGM attended; Save our libraries
· Full Council meeting Section 1 Local Plan discussed, 6 week consultation period to be carried out later this year. Section 2 should be submitted for approval in Jan 2020.
· Climate Change meeting attended. £150,000 for climate change strategy
· Care-Line to be updated
Cllr. Osborne asked about recycling; residents were not informed that garden waste days wouldn’t change. Issues with build-up of black bags not being collected. System is not working as it should.
Cty. Cllr. Goggin reported:
· Future of libraries; consultation went very well. Anywhere that had a library in the next 5 years, will not lose it. After 5 years things may change but not known exactly in what way. 
· Mobile libraries will stay the same for now.
Cllr. L. Belgrove couldn’t believe that closing libraries was being considered in the first place.
08.19.1381 Finance report (monthly) for approval of payments
Proposed by Cllr. Wiggins and seconded by Cllr. Hammick seconded. All in favour.
08.19.1382 Clerks report/Correspondence not previously circulated
i) Illegal emptying of clothes banks – Clerk made the council aware of the situation. 
ii) Recycling bins; Lack of supply, complaints of not being able to get through to TDC for recycling boxes
iii) P3 volunteer announced that Ian Wingar has stepped down from it, great thanks given to him for all of the time he has given to carrying out this function. Andrew Barker now taken on the role.
08.19.1383 Community Speed Watch Report
Report highlights read out by Cllr. F. Belgrove.
08.19.1384 PCSO report
Cllr. L. Belgrove went through the highlights, a copy of the report had been previously circulated to all councillors.
08.19.1385 Committee and Working Party reports
Environmental Working Party report: A footpath no. 20 on the borders of Elmstead Market and Alresford may close. 
White House beach broken bottles being left.
Finance meeting to be held 16th August 2019
Pavilion meeting to be held 22nd August 2019
Cllr. F. Belgrove proposed moving to in camera, Cllr. Osborne seconded. All in favour.
PART B – IN CAMERA
08.19.1386 Overgrown hedges
08.19.1387 Encroachment onto the playingfield by a resident of Ford Lane
08.19.1388 Council to consider methods of support that could be made available to assist residents in caring for their properties, e.g. basic gardening, property maintenance.
08.19.1389 Meeting closed at 9.51pm
Chairman/Vice Chairman signed:……………………………………  Date:…………………………
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