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ALLISON WADE

Previous editor of the Alresford Advertiser
Best wishes and speedy recovery after your
recent hospitalisation and surgery from all at
the Alresford Advertiser xx

We would like to thank all of our readers and advertisers for
their wonderful support during what has been a very difficult
2020 for everyone and to wish you all a peaceful and safe
Christmas filled with hope for 2021
The Alresford Advertiser Team
Ford Lane photo courtesy of Chris Sanderson

St Andrew’s Church

www.tenpennyvillages.uk
Find us on �: ParishChurchesofAlresfordElmsteadThorrington-TennpennyVillages
A MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR
Christmas reflec�on 2020
If you saw a light in the night sky hovering, you would probably think it was a Police helicopter or if you are a fan of sci fi
an Uniden�fied Flying object.
But in the first Christmas account it was angels that filled the night sky.
I’d like to talk about fame and angels!
Right in the middle of the Christmas Story we have extraordinary beings - messengers from God called angels. I’m not
sure if you think about them much through the year but they are Gods messengers who celebrate Jesus birth in
Bethlehem and then invite the Shepherds to “go and see”. Angels are extraordinary and are not actually li�le pre�y fluffy
things because elsewhere in the Bible appear as holy warriors for God.
So, here’s the ques�on, if angels are so special, amazing and so good at delivering messages for God. Why did God send
his Son as a defenceless baby and not as a mighty, bright, shining angel? At the core of the Chris�an story is that God
chose to become one of us. We even have a word which means “God with us” - “Emmanuel” you will come across it in a
number of Carols (we are all really going to miss singing carols).
God knew that people would get distracted and mishear his message for humanity, the account of the first Christmas tells
of a God who risks all and sends his only Son to show us how to live and to be one of us. Jesus lived and walked amongst
us, his words, and ac�ons have changed lives for the last 2,000 years not least his Sacrifice on the Cross and the
resurrec�on we celebrate at Easter.
What has this got to do with being famous - well quite o�en we hear people sta�ng that their desire is to be famous,
extraordinary. The incredible conten�on at the heart of the Chris�an account of the first Christmas is before Jesus did
extraordinary things, he became ordinary - just like one of us - the Bible even contests he wasn’t par�cularly good
looking.
This Christmas as we cope with an extraordinary �me, we marvel at the God who chose to be ordinary, one of us, to show
us the way, Jesus born in Bethlehem - Emmaunel.

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH CONTACTS

God bless you this Christmas
Rev Andrew Fordyce

Rector:
Rev Andrew Fordyce 01206 920848
Email: rector@tenpennyvillages.uk

JO PYMAN

Associated Priest:
Rev Pauline Hart 01206 826318
Email: assocpriest@tenpennyvillages.uk

We would like to thank everyone for their cards, flowers,
tributes, sharing amazing childhood memories and
generous dona�ons in remembrance of our beloved
daughter Jo, who sadly passed away on 27th August,
2020 age 48, a�er losing her ba�le with cancer.

Youth & Schools Worker:
Charlo�e Day (Charley)
Email: youthworker@tenpennyvillages.uk

We were absolutely overwhelmed by everyone's
sympathy and kindness which meant so much to our
family at such a devasta�ng �me.A special thank you to
Sian and Clare for their regular contact.

Churchwardens:
Wendy Wilson 01206 825040
Email: stachurchwardens@tenpennyvillages.uk
Bookings for the Hub:
Meg Burdis 01206 820618

Janice, Ivan, Lynsey, Vern & Milo xxxxx
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Christmas at St Andrew’s, Alresford

Christmas at St Anne and St Laurence, Elmstead

From Sunday 20th of December:
Na�vity Treasure Hunt
6:30pm Sunday 20th of December:
7 Lessons by Candlelight
11:30pm Christmas Eve:
Midnight Service
11am Christmas Day:
Christmas Family Celebra�on

Christmas at St Mary Magdalene, Thorrington

10am Sunday 13th of December:
Chris�ngle Service
5pm Sunday 20th of December:
7 Lessons by Candlelight
5pm Christmas Eve:
Crib Service
11:30pm Christmas Eve:
Midnight Service
10am Christmas Day:
Family Communion Service

5pm Saturday 19th of December:
Chris�ngle service
5pm Sunday 20th of December:
7 Lessons by Candlelight
10pm Christmas Eve:
Christmas Eve Night Service

For further updated informa�on about Services in
response to any changes
with Lockdown – do check our Website at:
www.tenpennyvillages.uk
Please be aware you will need to wear a mask, socially
distance, sign in etc.

Alresford NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Update

COLCHESTER FOODBANK

The Regula�on 16 consulta�on is now complete and
we're wai�ng for Tendring District Council (TDC) to
review. They will then appoint an examiner to confirm
the plan meets government planning policy standards.
From this latest exercise, we do not believe there are any
material concerns over plan content and approach. TDC
expects to be able to complete this process by Christmas
which should enable us to prepare for the referendum in
the spring. As always we will keep you updated on
progress.

A very big thank you to all who have donated food and
other items, too many to list. We all know that to run a
home it is not just �ns and packets but all the other
essen�al things to keep a home clean and safe to live in.

h�ps://colchester.foodbank.org.uk/

We have had the big green box outside of 27 Coach Road
since the first lock down and it will con�nue. Mike
Becke� CEO of Colchester Foodbank comes along once
or twice a week to collect from us and keeps us informed
of all that has been going on as he oversees not one or
two Colchester Foodbank loca�ons but many more to
serve the community in need.

Alresford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

It has been a very difficult year with the pandemic trying
to make sure all who are in need can access the vital
supplies for themselves and their family. The half term
holiday saw an increase in need to meet the gap as there
was not school meals for those hungry mouths, it was a
busy �me for all the volunteers who worked flat out so
no child went to bed hungry.

THANK YOU
I would like to thank everybody who has sent cards,
flowers and kind thoughts a�er my recent hip opera�on
from which I am recovering.

As Christmas �me approaches there will be an even
greater strain on families who not only try to keep food
on the table but to provide the toys, games and goodies
(sweets/chocolate) that we all associate with Christmas.
Therefore the Foodbank would value chocolate advent
calendars etc so that they can be given out at the
beginning of December. Some�mes it is the li�le extra
treat that can make all the difference and give hope. Is
this not the spirit of Christmas that we all celebrate at
this �me.

Many many thanks
Pam Ward

B1027 Colchester Main Road
I would like to thank whoever is responsible for clearing
or arranging the clearing of growth on the footpaths
between the junc�ons of Coach Road, Sta�on Road and
Cockaynes Lane (North). This has made a huge
difference to my Lockdown walks. Also for cu�ng back
of hedging that was encroaching on the footpath near
the Coach Road junc�on. Well done!

Once again thank you all for your invaluable support and
take this opportunity to wish you all a peaceful
Christmas.
Ray and Sue Giles

MEANDERER
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MAKE YOUR HOUSE A HAPPY HOME

AJR

TRADITIONAL LOCAL
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Boiler Breakdown &
Service Engineer

“From fixing a shelf to hanging a door,

General Plumbing

Cleaning the gutters to laying a floor,
629704

Tel: 07887683335

Decorating your home or just your hall,

Email: tonyrook6919@gmail.com

Fitting your kitchen or tiling a wall,
No job too large or too small,

COLNE VIEW DENTAL SURGERY LTD
53 Ladysmith Avenue, Brightlingsea
Essex CO7 0JD

Pick up the phone and give me a call”.

01206 302307
Piers Lambert Bchd (Leeds 1992)

Free quotation, competitive rates
And over 30 years experience

MODERN FRIENDLY FAMILY PRACTICE
FREE ON-SITE PARKING
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS AND DISABLED FACILITIES
ONLY WHITE NON MERCURY FILLINGS
CEREC 1 VISIT CROWNS NOW AVAILABLE
COSMETIC WORK - TOOTH WHITENING
NO REGISTRATION NECESSARY
EMERGENCIES WELCOME
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT - www.colnedental.co.uk
Major card payments accepted

CALL BOB on 07886 291071
Email: hhmenquiries@gmail.com
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ALRESFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD
POLICING

and Ring doorbells amongst others. These are always a
good deterrent and you can always check who has been
around your property.

SEPTEMBER 2020
Recorded Crimes:
Crime Types: Domes�c - Assault - A�empted burglary Threats x 2

Vandalism
Fence panels and posts have been vandalised at the
children’s play park near the Pavilion. This is currently
under inves�ga�on.

Incidents Reported: 13
Types reported: Sec�on 165/59 - Recovery - Previous
Breach of the Peace - Concern - RTC Wivenhoe Road x 2 Nuisance, the Creek - Found property - Abandoned 999 Nuisance music, Staunton Gate - Civil dispute - Concern Suspicious circumstances (good intent)

Scam le�ers
One resident in Alresford received a scam le�er and a�er
visi�ng and looking at the le�er, it was in fact a scam.
A�er some inves�ga�on, it seems these same le�ers are
being sent all over the country claiming that someone
with the same surname has died in an accident and you
could claim the inheritance. In some cases, the story has
slightly changed.

OCTOBER 2020
Recorded Crimes: 5
Crime Types: Domes�c x 2 - Harassment - Criminal
Damage to play area - other

Scams come in many forms. If you received something
that you are not sure about, don’t take any ac�on and
report it on 101

Incidents Reported: 11
Types reported: RTC with injuries next to St Peters Mews
- Suspicious persons - Sec�on 165/59 - Suspicious
persons - Phone scam - Concern x 2 - Nuisance/loud
talking in Play Park - Train barrier half open, Coach Road

Telephone scam
Telephone fraud is s�ll doing the rounds. A local resident
had someone ring posing to be from Cambridgeshire
police, saying they had their nephew in custody. The
resident did not have a nephew so luckily put the phone
down realising it was a scam.
• hang up if you ever have any doubts about someone
who has called you
• ensure the line has been terminated before making
any further calls. You can tell if the dial tone is
present or by using another phone
• never give out your PIN number, banks will never
ask you for it
• never give bank cards to anyone at your door, even
if they say they’re from the bank.
And if you haven’t already, sign up for call block with
your service provider. This stops anonymous /withheld
numbers from ge�ng through and pu�ng you more in
control of the calls you receive.

SEPTEMBER 2020 TRUCAM: monthly total 20
Two x one hour deployments, all Wivenhoe Road (30
mph limit)
20 captured - Top Speed: 41 mph
OCTOBER 2020 TRUCAM monthly total 19
One x one hour deployment, Main Road (40 mph limit)
1 captured - Top Speed: 49 mph
Two x one hour deployments, Wivenhoe Road (30 mph
limit)
Deployment One: 12 captured - Top speed: 43 mph
Deployment Two: 6 captured - Top speed; 40 mph
Please drive safely and drive with due care and a�en�on,
adhere to the speed signs and drive at a safe distance
behind the car in front.
Road signs are highly visible and are checked before and
a�er deployment.
NO EXCUSE FOR BAD DRIVING
Preven�ng accidents and saving lives ma�er

OCTOBER 2020 NOTES
Criminal damage in Crestlands
There have been a few incidents where stones are being
catapulted between 00.00 and 01.45 hours, at peoples
proper�es and roofs in Crestlands area. These incidents
could quite easily cause criminal damage as well as being
dangerous.
This is being inves�gated. If anyone has any informa�on
that could be helpful to enquiries please contact me.
(email address on page 6)

To answer a ques�on posted anonymously on social
media
There are only two Trucam speed gun sites in Alresford at
present. Police officers use the other type of speed gun
in many other places; these results are not published in
the Alresford Adver�ser
September 2020 NOTES
A�empted Burglary
There was believed to be an a�empted burglary in the
village. The home owners were home and frightened
them off before gaining entry.

Inconsiderate parking near the school.
Photos have been sent of vehicles parked on the whole of
the footpath also where the zigzags are at the School and
others stopping to collect on the zigzag lines.
Zigzags are to be kept clear during the prohibited �mes.
Footpaths are for pedestrians not an extra parking space
for vehicles to get closer to the school. This is dangerous

Please check your home security and check doors and
windows are closed and locked before leaving
una�ended. If you haven’t already, think about upping
your security with ideas like CCTV, mo�on sensor lights

Con�nued on next page
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Alresford Neighbourhood Policing con�nued

for pedestrians to manoeuvre round having to use the road.
Please park considerately. If there are no spaces near the school, there is a pavilion car park and plenty of other places
to park nearby.
There will be more patrols which could be on any day by police and parking partners. Tickets may be issued to those
abusing the Highway code.
Masks.
It has been men�oned that parents wai�ng by the school are close together and not wearing masks. For your safety and
others, please keep social distancing in mind at all �mes and wear a mask where this is not always possible.
Repor�ng incidents the correct way
To report an incident please ring 101
Or report it online h�ps://www.essex.police.uk/do-it-online/report-a-crime/
All incidents must be reported as above
If residents have any concern on suspicious vehicles/ ac�vity/drugs in the village, please feel free to contact me, with as
much detail as possible, including contact details so I can inves�gate (unless it is an incident, which then needs to
reported as above).
Email- julia.brandon@essex.pnn.police.uk
Tel- 101 Ext- 440222

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S
REPORT 2020

Fly-�pping has con�nued to be a problem down
Cockaynes Lane where drinks bo�les have been dropped
and also recycling debris off the lorries. There has been
increased li�ering down Ford Lane and at the Creek
which we have li�er picked.

from Cllrs Gary Sco� and Ann Wiggins
This year has been a year like no other and hopefully will
not be repeated.

We have helped residents with housing and planning
issues.
At our Parish Council Mee�ngs we have con�nued to give
our reports each month.

IN TENDRING
At the District Council it has been a �me of change with
Officers working from home where they can and
mee�ngs being carried out in front of a screen.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone
a peaceful Christmas and a be�er 2021.

Our Council Mee�ngs went online and at our September
Full Council Mee�ng half of the Councillors were linked
via the internet and the other half were in a�endance in
the Princes Theatre, Clacton socially distanced.

Gary and Ann

Other mee�ngs with Councillors and Officers con�nued
to be held virtually which meant that two mee�ngs could
follow each other is necessary – which did happen and
no-one had to move from their chairs!!
Many discussions have been about Climate Change,
Planning White Paper, Tourism Strategy moving forward
with Garden Communi�es Project.
During this year of the Pandemic the District Council has
given out grants to businesses, food parcels and kept
Councillors informed on a weekly basis.
IN ALRESFORD
We can be contacted on:
Cllr Gary Sco�: 01206 820769
cllr.gsco�@tendringdc.gov.uk
Cllr Ann Wiggins:01206 825153
cllr.awiggins@tendringdc.gov.uk
Tendring District Council: 01255 686868

We con�nued to distribute recycling boxes and meet with
new residents on the Staunton Gate development off
Cockaynes Lane together with Munson Gardens, St Peters
Mews and Li�le Acre. The large wheelie bins proved to
be a li�le problema�c to get hold of and recycling and
ordinary collec�ons for the new residents also not good.
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info@ewdmail.co.uk

www

www.ewdrecycling.co.uk

EWDRecycling are a waste management service
who are large enough to cope,
but small enough to care

SkipHire

RollOnRolloff

Skipsrange from
2 - 12 yards.
Wetry our best for
sameor next day
delivery.

Forlarger amountsof
waste we supply 20 - 40
yard bins.

Tipper Hire

GrabHire

Perfect for
transporting large
loads

Hire agrab lorry to take
the backacheout of
shovelling.

ScrapMetal

GarageWaste

Wecan now offer
scrap metal
collectionsviaour
skips and Roro’s.

Wecan remove hazardous
waste for you on regular
or one off collections.

Wood

Aggregates

Weoffer a wood
service, and we can
collect or you can
deliver to one of our
sites.

Primary and
secondary
aggregatesavailable
for delivery or collection.

UPVC

DataShredding

Wecan collect UPVC
windowsvia our Skips
or Roro’s.

Wecan shred your
confidential paperwork
and supply acertificate
of destruction.

01206 30 70 70
R e c y c l i n g

TO D AY ’ S

w a s t e

f o r

TO M O R R O W ’ S w o r l d !

Gentleman
Gardener

DOES YOUR GARDEN NEED
A SPRING CLEAN?
IF SO I CAN HELP
NO JOB OR GARDEN TOO
SMALL

CONTACT: 07841 884282
01206 820753
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ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL

first few years of the open spaces and there will of course
be a much increased tax base to draw from (as more
houses are built) and precepted income can then be
used to pay for these addi�onal village maintained areas
in the future.

Chairman’s Report - Cllr Frank Belgrove
For full Council mee�ng minutes please see the Parish
Council website.
ALRESFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Alresford Neighbourhood Plan final consulta�on
period undertaken by Tendring District Council has come
to an end, and informa�on from that consulta�on will be
analyzed by Tendring Council themselves, the plan will
be modified if necessary before it is passed to an
independent planning Inspector. If the Inspector is
sa�sfied with the plan it can proceed to the final stage
when it is the responsibility of Tendring Council to rule
whether the document can proceed to be judged by local
people in a referendum. The referendum might involve
voters from just outside the Parish however it is usually
only the Parish electorate that takes part in the
referendum. Due to Covid 19 restric�ons it is unclear
exactly when the referendum might be held, and it may
be combined with other elec�on processes.

HIGHWAYS
Councillor’s are concerned to learn that a schoolgirl
crossing Wivenhoe Road was struck by a car and
sustained injuries requiring hospital treatment. The
Council wishes the girl a complete recovery from this
accident and we send our best wishes to her and her
family.
The Council takes road safety very seriously indeed, and
we do all we can to promote ini�a�ves that reduce
accidents on the village roads. There is no evidence
available to suggest that driver error or speeding was in
any way an issue in this accident, but incidents such as
this highlight the need for motorists and pedestrians to
take great care on our village roads. For example, the
Council fully supports the deployment of our PCSO with
the Trucam device to encourage drivers to keep within
the speed limit. Speed limits are there for a reason, and
one reason is that stopping distances increase according
to speed, as we all should know. We also ask that
pedestrians show due cau�on – on a recent site visit to
Cockaynes Lane, that I a�ended, a Highways Engineer
was concerned to see dog walkers allowing their dogs to
be freely roaming off the lead whilst on the road and our
County Councillor Alan Goggin raised the ma�er at the
October remote access Parish Council mee�ng.
As a Council we are doing all we can to obtain speed limit
reduc�ons where this is appropriate and we con�nue
with our pe��oning to Essex Highways on a wide range
of road safety ma�ers.

PLAYING FIELD
Alresford Parish Council is delighted to have just received
three gold awards for the village playing field from the
Essex Playing Fields Associa�on. These awards are for the
standard of the children’s play area, the quality of the
football pitches and the overall a�en�on given to the
playing field area. The Council recognizes the immense
pride taken by our staff, our contractors, and members of
the Alresford Colne Rangers Football Club in keeping
standards so high for our residents. Having awards is all
well and good and is appreciated but delivering a top
quality recrea�onal area is the mo�va�on of the Council.
Well done as well to all those Councillor’s who serve on
the Playing Field Working Party.
At the end of September there was a serious incident of
criminal damage in the children’s play area when newly
repaired picket fencing was smashed and fence posts
were kicked down just two hours a�er being erected this caused hundreds of pounds worth of damage. All
areas of the playing field are covered by CCTV cameras
and clear footage of the those responsible for the
damage is now in the hands of the Police.
On a posi�ve note it must be recognized that the vast
majority of young people in Alresford are an absolute
credit to the community and make full use of the play
facili�es without any problems whatsoever.
Further improvements to the play area are underway,
brightly coloured semi-educa�onal informa�on boards
are soon to be erected in the fenced play area and resi�ng of the see-saw will free up space for a future item
of new play equipment.

LITTER and FLY-TIPPING
Alresford Parish Council is keen to address the issues of
li�ering and fly-�pping. As men�oned in the last edi�on
of the AA, the use of CCTV will be part of a concerted
effort to reduce the an�-social li�ering and fly-�pping
that blights the area. There was a li�er pick carried out
by volunteers from the Council in September, in the area
of Alresford Creek, and it was disappoin�ng to see so
much plas�c waste and take-away meal wrappers
dropped. In Cockaynes Lane Council staff have noted that
li�ering is at �mes excessive with many energy drink
bo�les o�en found strewn along the lane. The Council
and the community are so grateful to all those that
volunteer to pick up li�er but it would of course be so
much be�er if it was not dropped in the first place.
ENVIRONMENT
Cllr Sue Hammick is spearheading the forma�on of a fiveyear environmental plan for the Council. She is grateful
for input already received from residents, but more
sugges�ons are always welcome as to how we can be a
community that is ac�ve in addressing the issue of
climate change. The Council has changed electricity
supplier to a “green energy” supplier and is looking to
broaden it’s ac�vi�es so as to promote respect and
protec�on for green spaces, to cut consump�on and
waste and to look at a range of ini�a�ves that are green
and sustainable.

STAUNTON GATE
Alresford Parish Council will soon be taking on full
responsibility for the maintenance and administra�on of
the public open space areas on the new estate to the
south of Cockaynes Lane. The new play area, allotments
and grass areas will be handed over to the Parish Council
following a tripar�te agreement between the planning
authority (Tendring District Council), the Parish Council
and Taylor Wimpey. A commuted sum of money from
the developers will help pay towards the upkeep for the
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ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
CONTACT DETAILS

ST PETER’S CHURCH
Alresford Parish Council has sought for three years to
follow up on an offer put to it by Essex County Council’s
land agents to take over the administra�on and upkeep
of the ruined Church. The ruins are grade 2 listed and the
site is a designated Ancient Monument.
The Council is keen to be involved in maintaining this
important heritage site for future genera�ons but is also
mindful of the costs involved. Cllr Housden arranged for
an independent survey of the ruins and although the
ruins are deemed stable we do require an adequate
financial support package for a number of years so as not
to be liable for any immediate outlay should we either
take possession or share ownership. The Council has
certain new powers to help with grounds maintenance
(grass and weed clearance etc) and we will be
considering this aspect ini�ally and we are hopeful that
we can help oversee the site as a whole eventually. The
volunteers based at St Andrews Church have done a
great deal of work over many years to look a�er the
cemetery area that is the res�ng place for many loved
ones and now these volunteers need more support to
keep the site in order.

The Parish Office, The Pavilion, Ford Lane
Alresford CO7 8AT

Council mee�ngs are held at the Pavilion on the first
Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm.
Public and Press are welcome
Agenda & Approved Minutes on website
Website: www.alresfordpcessex.uk/
Facebook: Alresford Parish Council (Parish Council
only)/The Pavilion & Playing Field - Alresford Essex
Twi�er: @alresfordessex
Chairman: Cllr Frank Belgrove - 01206 823739
Vice-Chairman: Cllr Ernie Osborne - 01206 822168
Cllr Linda Belgrove
Cllr Simon Clark
Cllr Sue Hammick
Cllr John Housden
Cllr Gary Sco�
Cllr Ann Wiggins
Cllr Bina Swash

PLANNING
When considering planning applica�ons, and make
comments to the planning authority, Councillors have
already found informa�on and direc�on from the
Neighbourhood Plan to be of great help in determining
what the views of the community are. It is clear that the
community is concerned about any further development
outside the main se�lement boundary of Alresford and
wants the Council to object to any further growth in
house building that takes away the pleasant amenity
value of the superb countryside surrounding us.

01206 823739
01206 827884
01206 618659
07775630058
01206 820769
01206 825153
01206 970353

District Council Tendring
District Councillor Gary Sco� - 01206 820769
Email: cllr.gsco�@tendringdc.gov.uk
District Councillor Ann Wiggins - 01206 825153
Email: cllr.awiggins@tendringdc.gov.uk
County Council Essex
County Councillor Alan Goggin - 01206 308023
Email: egog@b�nternet.com
Parish Clerk - The Proper Officer
01206 615117 (Answerphone 24/7)
Email: alresfordpc@outlook.com

COVID 19
A number of decisions had to be taken by the Parish
Council following the Governments decision to opt for
the lockdown 2 period. The Council immediately
restricted access to the pavilion and we appreciate the
football club’s co-opera�on and support for our ac�ons
when we had to do this at short no�ce. We also decided
that we would be flexible as regards home working by
our Proper Officer and our Responsible Financial Officer.
No other users of the Pavilion are to be permi�ed to hire
it for the �me being. Dealing with Covid 19 has brought
out the very best in our community over the year.
Outstanding volunteering (s�ll ongoing) and great
generosity of spirit to those that require help con�nues
to be shown. We know that some are reluctant to come
forward to ask for help but please do contact the Parish
Council if you feel there is something we can do to lessen
the impact of this crisis we all find ourselves in.

Responsible Finance Officer & Assistant Clerk
01206 615117 (Answerphone 24/7)
Email: rfopcessex@outlook.com

ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Grants for 2021/2022
Closing date: 31st December 2020
If you are a village non profit organisa�on or charity
and would like to apply for a grant from Alresford
Parish Council, please complete the relevant
applica�on form. This is available via the Parish
Council website, or contact the Clerk to request
one.

We thank everyone for their pa�ence and look forward
to the �me we can all return to some semblance of
normality.

Website: www.alresfordpcessex.uk/
Email: alresfordpc@outlook.com
Telephone no: 01206 615117
Post: Alresford Parish Council
The Pavilion
Ford Lane
Alresford
Essex CO7 8AT

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!
Alresford Parish Council Chairman
Cllr Frank Belgrove
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ALRESFORD WI

Alresford Carpet Bowls Club

Like so many other socie�es, we are s�ll unable to meet in
the Village Hall on 2nd Thursday of each month. For those
members who have access to a computer, there are a
number of talks and cra� demonstra�ons on offer. Due to
the uncertainty of when we are able to resume mee�ng,
including our usual Christmas party, we will be delivering
a voucher with the W.I. Christmas card. On behalf of the
commi�ee, I wish you all a peaceful Christmas and to look
forward to a be�er New Year.

The recent A.G.M. was held with the a�endance of 10
members, it was put forward with a majority vote that
we look toward a restart of bowling in the new year.
A commi�ee mee�ng to be held on the 4th of Jan. And a
probable full start the following Mon. Subs to paid from
that date, there will not be any func�ons this year but we
would be able to resume a�er Xmas.
Sadly three commi�ee members were confirmed to have
resigned, along with the secretary for various reasons
and the chairman recorded votes of thanks for their
excellent services. The Chairman, Vice Chairman and
Treasurer were returned with again grateful thanks from
the chair. Both the associate commi�ee members were
returned to office.

If you have any concerns, then please contact myself
822303 pdimmock1@b�nternet.com or our secretary
Allyson 07742918062 allyson.salmon9@gmail.com
Keep safe
Penny Dimmock

Any member who is interested in any of the vacant
posi�ons please give me a ring 01206823872 and I will be
delighted to explain how and what is required, it is not
vary arduous and you will be made very welcome.

THE CHARITY BAG
S�ll collec�ng:

Fees for this year are the same as for last year £5.00 to
join and £1.50per session.

• Stamps for Bone Cancer Research
• Wool for Charity kni�ers
• House Clearance (wool and stamps)
•
Wool and needles available

I look forward to seeing you all a�er Christmas when we
can start a new year in much be�er health.
Bye for now and a be�er new year

Firstly let me thank all who knit, help pack, and sort
donated wool. I could not do this without assistance. We
are so lucky to be able to deliver our knots to Romford
because I understand this is the only charity taking in
Kni�ng in the UK, and is forwarded to Europe via the
returning flower lorries, for Chris�an Hope Interna�onal.

Terry Ripo Chairman
The Club meets in the Village Hall most Monday
a�ernoons and evenings. All equipment is available, all
that’s needed is a suitable pair of flat shoes.

We were delighted to donate:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bowling Sessions are as follows:
Monday a�ernoons: 2 pm - 4 pm
Monday evenings: 7 pm - 10 pm

86 blankets
78 jackets + 12 baby sets
15 jumpers
134 hats
47 pairs of mi�en
2 pairs of bootees
1 toy
1 dress

Why not give carpet bowls a try.

THE ALRESFORD STATION HOUSE
PROJECT - UPDATE

One Sco�sh kni�ng charity had to close because they
could no longer afford to use an expensive export
shipping container. They duly contacted Romford, and
provided they could deliver their 27 bags, they too could
be sent out in the returning flower lorry. However, when
they arrived a huge lorry pulled into the car park and
unbelievably, there were 27 large builders bags of
kni�ng. The lorry unloaded and returned to Scotland.
How generous was that? The charity volunteers then
packed for custom clearance. I would loved to have seen
that.

ASH (Alresford Sta�on House) Community Group invites
you to become involved in the Sta�on house project and
make a difference in your community. Please follow us on
Instagram and Facebook @alresfordsta�on for news and
updates or contact us by email
alresfordsta�onhouse@gmail.com or ring Sue on 01206
618659 or Frank on 01206 823739. We look forward to
hearing from you.

It just leaves me to wish everyone a Happy and Peaceful
�me at Christmas.
Keep calm and carry on kni�ng, and see you in the New
Year
Take care un�l next �me
Chris�ne S�mpson
2 Coach Road
Alresford
(Opposite Doctor’s surgery)
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COMMUNITY CLIMATE &
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION GROUP
Great progress has been made in crea�ng a 5-year
environmental plan for Alresford by the new environment
group. We would very much like to invite members of the
community to join in helping implement ideas, crea�ng
groups and connec�ng with like-minded people, albeit
remotely at present. We can all do our bit to reduce the
effects of climate change and protect the environment in
which we live and the best place to start is right here
where we live.

This Charity was co-founded in 2016 by an Alresford
resident, Iain Finch to collect and support sustainable
beneficiary organisa�ons such as football and rugby
Academies, Schools, Chari�es and Community Projects
with the supply of donated boots, kits and accessories.
(The informa�on was taken from
h�p://www.boots2africa.co.uk/)
Alresford Colne Rangers F.C. have recently donated 5 old
football kits to the Charity with 3 sets now on their way
to the Eagles Spor�ng Club, Sogakope in Ghana. (Photo
of the team in their new kit on the back page)
They would welcome dona�ons of the following in clean
and good condi�on:
•
•
•
•
•

For example, the Parish Council will be taking on areas
around the Staunton Gate development which have
already been planted up with hedging and trees. They
would very much like to find a group of residents from the
village that would enjoy looking a�er these areas, keeping
newly planted areas watered and tended and help with
new plan�ng and ideas for the local wildlife.

Football or rugby boots
Trainers
Kits
Balls and accessories
Sports Bras

Please email the clerk at alresfordpc@outlook.com or call
on 01206 615117 if you would like to be involved.

Details of how to donate can be found at
www.boots2africa.co.uk or you can contact them at
info@boots2africa.co.uk, via Facebook h�ps://
www.facebook.com/boots2africa/, telephone 07913
248028 or @Boots2Africa

ALRESFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL
It has been wonderful to have our children back in
school this term and to finally return to our new
'normal'! As many of you will know we have numerous
addi�onal measures in place and our children have
adapted amazingly to these, as have our parents, so I
would like to take this opportunity to thank every
member of our school community for their support and
understanding throughout this ever-changing climate. It
is �mes like this, when I speak to other Heads, that I
realise I have an amazing team at the school who
�relessly strive to keep our children safe, happy and
educated, and we really do have a wonderful, caring
community.
Christmas is such a magical �me of year and brings the
child out in all of us, so we are working hard, with lots of
'thinking out of the box' mee�ngs to strive to deliver our
usual Christmas tradi�ons. I hear Santa is becoming a
pro with technology so watch this space.

Thank you
Alresford Colne Rangers F.C.

I have been at the school for almost 7 years now and in
that �me we have grown from 92 children to 188. Our
new building is wonderful (especially the underfloor
hea�ng!) and we have just had our new roof finished.
Next summer we are due to have our remaining external
walls replaced with UPVC which will hopefully mean our
building will not only be warmer but more energy
efficient.

ALRESFORD CRAFT AND FARMERS
MARKET
We managed to hold just two markets this year which
was in February and March. Our cra�ers are s�ll cra�ing
and the market will return at some point in the future.
We would like to wish you all, the best Christmas that
you can have in these strange �mes.

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas (hopefully
with our families) and a Happy New Year.

Hopefully we will be able to see you at some �me in
2021.

Best wishes
Sarah Dukelow
Headteacher

Thanks for your support, when things change, the
market will be adver�sed again.
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ALRESFORD VILLAGE HALL

We meet normally once a month in the evening and at
present we have no major concerns with regards to our
Village Hall. If you are interested, give me a call on 01206
825739 and come along to a mee�ng to see what we do.
Whether you are an old village resident or you have
recently moved to the village, please consider this
request.

The Village Hall website:
h�ps://e-voice.org.uk/alresfordvillagehall/
The Village Hall Facebook:
h�ps://www.facebook.com/Alresfordvillagehall/

CORONAVIRUS COVID 19 UPDATE
As you will all be aware at the �me of going to press, we
have been in ‘Lockdown 2’ since the 5th November 2020
and hopefully will end this Lockdown in early December.
This has of course resulted in the Village Hall again being
closed to all and although the situa�on is understandable
it is with regret that the Trustees are not able to offer the
hall for use to our Village. It would be reasonable to
assume that even a�er Lockdown the situa�on is not
going to return to normal and the Trustees will adhere to
instruc�on from The Village Hall advisory team ( RCCE)
and only re-open the hall to be used under the Covid
safety guidelines. The Munson Room will be out of
commission un�l further no�ce as it is being used as part
of the required one-way system to enter/exit the hall and
will also act as a queuing area for the toilet.

THE AVHMC TRULY WISH THE
COMMUNITY OF OUR VILLAGE A
PEACEFUL AND SAFE CHRISTMAS
AND A NEW YEAR THAT BRINGS
HOPE
Russell Milburn Chair
AVHMC

ALRESFORD COLNE RANGERS
FOOTBALL CLUB
Where to start?
We at Alresford Colne Rangers FC thought
we were out of the woods when the long
awaited Border League Football season
belatedly started on Saturday 7th
September but despite the best efforts of the
many clubs involved we are back to where we started
again.
The death knell of grassroots football hasn’t been
sounded yet but in some quarters it would appear to be
tuning up! Given the latest lockdown is due to end on
December 2 we are op�mis�c that our season will restart on Saturday 5 December but the 4 ‘lost’ weekends
have heaped extra pressure on an already congested
shorter season and will not be sympathe�c to games
postponed due to inclement weather over the Winter
period. All that however, pales into insignificance in the
whole scheme of things with the dangers to life
presented by the Coronavirus pandemic, the huge
pressures on the NHS and emergency services and the
subsequent dreadful loss of life.

Please see the Village Hall website for the full statement
OTHER NEWS
The Alresford Village Hall Management Commi�ee
actually (not virtually) managed to have a Covid safe
mee�ng on the 13th October in the Village Hall. It was
good to see each other again even though it was through
face masks.
All of the ‘Housekeeping tasks’ are up to date with the
annual P.A.T completed on the 20th November for village

On a lighter note, the Club have worked hard to provide
spor�ng events within the safety guidelines and indeed
managed to present some form of relaxa�on and
semblance of normality, for those supporters who have
braved our tradi�onally varied Saturday a�ernoon
weather condi�ons on has�ly prepared, table served,
external pa�o areas with suitably marked social
distancing signage. None of this of course, could happen
without the dedica�on and hard work of a number of
people – the Commi�ee, our supporters, officials, Team
managers and players who, in par�cular, have had to
adapt to many changes, not the least of which is having
to arrive already changed into their match day kit and
then immediately a�er the game ends with changing
out of their playing gear huddled in has�ly arranged
discrete areas with no changing rooms or showers
available; a stark reminder of my earlier years playing on
good old Hackney Marshes!

hall electrical appliances only. Usually all User Groups are
invited to bring their appliances in but due to the Covid
situa�on this could not be done. All groups will be
contacted as and when the items can be tested.
It is with huge disappointment that we cannot host our
Christmas Shop’n Treat this year, but we will try and bring
Christmas cheer by decora�ng the Foyer.
Details of regular hire groups can be found on the Village
Hall website; if you need any informa�on about these,
please contact Russell Milburn on 01206 825739
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
PLEASE, PLEASE consider our invita�on to join us as a
Trustee on the Management Commi�ee.

Stay safe.
ACRFC
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ALRESFORD BIKERS – GOING NOWHERE!
What a dreadful year 2020 has been. So dreadful, that there isn’t much to report on the ac�vity front. We managed
a few rides out, and as the na�on emerged from Lockdown 1, we deliberately headed away from places that were
going to be crowded, to places where it wouldn’t. Careful, see, that’s AB. So, we went to Southwold on a gloomy
Sunday, and it was quiet; a couple of us did the East Anglian Coast route, finding car parks everywhere normally full
to burs�ng, empty; we went to Walberswick because it’s �ny, and wouldn’t be packed, and it wasn’t; we’ve ridden
out to Bradwell Marina twice, because it’s off the beaten track, and it was great; we’ve been to Andrewsfield (which
was open then, but isn’t now), which was great too. We rode out to Felixstowe Ferry and Bawdsey which are 700
yards apart by foot and ferry, and 27 miles apart by road. We even squeezed in a couple of nice rides during the week
to places we know that were open, and appropriately distanced.
Our ride with a purpose other than just riding was in support of the Essex & Herts Air Ambulance. This year their two
largest fund raising events (the bike rides!) were cancelled. You may not know, but the bike runs raise a whopping
£60,000, so a correspondingly big hole in their budget needed our help. Bikers take part in the two annual bike rides
– one in Her�ordshire, finishing at North Weald Airfield (home of one of EHAAT’s two helicopters), and the other from
Ford’s Research Center at Dunton finishing at Harwich. So, they organised a DIY ride called “I Did It My Way” and
everyone who registered rode their own routes from and to different places on different days. The T Shirts will be
rare and priceless one day! Alresford Bikers, of course, took part in the limited way permi�ed, with rides to both
bases on the same day on a route that for me anyway, was actually shorter than the normal Air Ambulance Run itself.
But when we arrived at North Weald the crew were si�ng out in the sun awai�ng their next job, and welcomed us,
and we had a nice outdoors visit with them. It’s always nice to see the helicopters take off but when they do,
someone is having a really bad day, so we were happy that they didn’t! I guess they took pity on us at the �me
because I used to work there and knew everyone, so we had a short walkabout of the helicopters, which were both
there, and a chat with the crew, and they took our picture too. Tours are off un�l next year and must be booked, so
don’t pole off down there expec�ng the red carpet.
Another lovely sunny Sunday ride took a rela�vely huge party of us (12 people on 11 bikes!) to Finchingfield by a very
picturesque (read, where are we?) route, carefully planned by yours truly. Clearly on the day, it had been raining
quite a lot in between the “planning” and “doing” stages. The route itself would have been merely “interes�ng” had
it not been drenched in muddy water, blown down branches, leaves, gravel and slimy mud ankle deep in places. And
as for the surprise puddle, 50 yards long and nearly a foot deep in the middle. So, in the end the route was upgraded
to “character-building!” There were numerous country lane dog-walkers clearly wondering how we got there, and
moreover, why? S�ll, we’re AB, and nothing stops us! Thankfully there was the usual lovely tea served outdoors
when we got there. There were only about a fi�y bikes there, which is quiet by Finchingfield on Sunday standards.
S�ll busy though socially distanced, and all the bikers from all over the place behaving. The good people of
Finchingfield welcome bikes there because they spend so much money that supports the village. Some places near
to us here might do well to note.
But not much has been happening so here are a few photos to cheer us up, from days and rides gone by. If you are
interested in bikes, bikers, riding bikes, drinking tea, etc. you can find us on Facebook (Alresford Bikers and Friends,
highly recommended), or at our mee�ngs when they recommence, in The Pointer Inn, on the second Tuesday of
every month at 8pm. You could even turn up to one of our Sunday rides, leaving the Pointer car park at 0930, when
we’re allowed to go again. Or just ask around, someone will know us!
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M.D. Spackman Building Services
Brickwork~Groundwork~Extensions
Fencing~Paving~Maintenance
Certified Digger Driver / Dumper Driver
CSCS Registered
Call Mark on 07811 869316 or 01206 827995
Email: thespackmanhouse@btinternet.com
Alresford, Colchester, Essex
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MARK BRUMPTON
TREE SERVICES

TREE SURGEON
♣
♣
♣
♣
♣

Felling,
Reshaping,
Reducing
Surgery Work
and Clearance

FULL INSURANCE
For Free Estimate
and Advice

TELEPHONE:
01206 825498
Roxburgh Colchester Main Road Alresford

AJ

HOME

MPROVEMENTS
and repairs
General Building Services
Plastering
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Carpentr y
Plumbing
Electrical
Fencing, Paving & Patios

Professional - Reliable - Affordable
01206 306169 or 07766 565249
www.AJ-HOME.co.uk
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ALRESFORD POST OFFICE
& CONVENIENCE STORE
55 Station Road, Alresford
Essex, CO7 8BX

Registered Charity No 1066579
1 Osbornes Court, Victoria Place, Brightlingsea, CO7 0EB
Tel: 01206 303702

*
Sun *NEW
day ** E
Opening Times:
Op xte
Monday - Saturday 8am - 7pm ening nded
Ho
Sunday 8am - 4pm
ur s

Visit us for:
▶ BANKING - free cash withdrawals, cash and cheques
deposits for the following Banks:
Barclays, First Direct,Halifax, HSBC, Lloyds, Nationwide,
NatWest, Smile, Santander, The Co-op Bank, TSB, Bank of
Scotland
Newspapers & magazines - Beers, wines & spirits
Cigarettes & tobacco - Confectionery
Dry cleaning services - Wide range of everyday groceries
Animal & pet feed - Greetings cards & stationery

•
•
•
•
•
•

Formerly 'Brightlingsea Family Support', The Autumn
Centre (Luncheon Clubs) is a non-profit registered local
charity run by a voluntary group providing support to
elderly and frail people who are vulnerable and lonely.

DON’T FORGET
Your local Post Office offers many other services
including:
Buy ‘One4all’ multi-store gift cards for all occasions can be spent in over 22,000 stores and online,
including Amazon, Argos, Currys/PC World
Get Car Tax using your V11 reminder form or V5
Registration Document only
Get Euro’s on demand, other foreign currency &
Travel Insurance
Passport check & service
Get Car/Home/Pet Insurance
Do Bill Payments: Gas/Electricity/BT Paypoint Outlet

Mobility Shop
Do you have limited mobility, need help ge�ng
out and about or moving around your home?
The Autumn Centre stocks a range of mobility
aids such as wheelchairs, walking frames,
crutches and walking s�cks. In addi�on,
we also stock Prac�cal aids to help with
day to day living, like bathing and
household chores.
Can’t find what you’re looking for?
Then please let us know, in most cases
we can order the item for you.
We are open from 10am to 3pm
Monday to Friday and Saturday

WANTED

Any foreign coins or notes; books and CD’s. Also any
ce be most
mobility aids that you no �
longer
er no�would
rthrequire
fu
l
n
u
D
E
gratefullyPreceived.
OSTPON
Telephone: 01206 303702

VISIT OUR CHRISTMAS STALL
(Subject to COVID restric�ons)
Outside of the Autumn Centre on FRIDAY 11TH
DECEMBER for your last minute purchases. We will be
drawing the Christmas Raffle at midday.
A big thank you to the many
businesses in Alresford and Brightlingsea for their
generous contribu�ons to the raffle
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SMALL SCALE SKIPS
1½ & 2 YARD MINI SKIPS
COMPETITIVE RATES
WE DELIVER
SAND�BALLAST�STONE�MOT TYPE I & II
SOIL�CRUSHED CONCRETE

01206 822770 OR 07802 265 712
PHONE ANYTIME
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ALRESFORD REMEMBERS

Memorial photos courtesy of Russell Milburn

Residents informally and socially distanced gathered at the War Memorial at St Peter’s Church for the tradi�onal twominute silence to mark Armis�ce Day. A wreath was laid by the Chair of Alresford Parish Council, Frank Belgrove on
behalf of the Village, adding to those already placed.

Alresford Bikers visi�ng North Weald Airfield, home of one of
the two East of England Air Ambulances.
See page 13 for details of what else the AB have been doing.

Boots2Africa:

The U13 squad at the
Eagles Spor�ng Club, Sogokape, Ghana in
their new kit donated by Alresford Colne
Rangers Football Club.

ALRESFORD ADVERTISER CONTACT DETAILS
DISCLAIMER
Submission of material does not always
guarantee inclusion within the publica�on, and
adver�sements and editorials are published in
good faith.
The editor cannot be held
responsible for the accuracy of any
adver�sements placed by adver�sers. Editorial
material does not necessarily reflect the views
and opinions of the editors and neither editorial
nor adver�sements are to be read as
recommenda�ons on the part of the editor

EMAIL: alresfordadver�ser@gmail.com
TELEPHONE: 01206 825739
ADDRESS: 22 Sta�on Road, Alresford CO7 8BT

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?
For enquiries about adver�sing your company of organisa�on,
please contact us via the email address above or by telephoning
Ian on 01206 822303

CORRESPONDENCE
Any correspondence sent for publica�on must be accompanied
with your name and address or that of your organisa�on.

COPY DEADLINE
Background photo of St Peter’s Church
courstesy of Chris Sanderson

The editorial and adver�sing copy deadline for the next edi�on
will be 8th January 2021
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