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WHY WE DIDN'T GO TO PRINT FOR
THIS EDITION
After much discussion, the Alresford Advertiser
committee decided that for the safety of our deliverers
and readers and inline with the Government’s current
recommendations on COVID restrictions, the February/
March edition would not be in printed form for delivery
to every household in the village. This decision was not
taken lightly but with COVID numbers high, we felt we
had no choice. We understand that not everyone has
access to the internet and would ask you to pass this
message on to those people.
We really hope that you understand and we thank you
for your continued support.

HELP STILL AVAILABLE
If you know of anyone who needs a helping hand with
food, prescriptions or other essential supplies, you can
telephone the following Parish Councillors:
Chairman, Frank Belgrove
Telephone: 01206 823739
There is an answerphone 24/7 so leave a message and he
will get back to you the same day.
District and Parish Councillor, Ann Wiggins
Telephone 01206 825153

Congratulations to the winner of the Art Competition “The Station at Christmas” organised by
Alresford Station House Community Group and Alresford Primary School. (Please see page 11 for more
details)

St Andrew’s Church

www.tenpennyvillages.uk
Find us on fb: ParishChurchesofAlresfordElmsteadThorrington-TennpennyVillages

During the COVID restrictions, we are Live streaming at 10.30am a Service which can be followed
on catch-up. For links to our online services, please go to: http://tenpennyvillages.uk

A MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR

I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. Phil
3:14

When I was young, I learnt to run on a track that was
named after the famous runner Roger Bannister.
Roger Bannister broke the four minute mile;
something which folks thought was impossible. He
did it with the amazing support of a team of runners
or “pacers” as they can be known.

For Paul, his goal in life was to live for Christ, that’s
the prize he was aiming for with his life. In these
tough times I invite you to keep going and yes, look
forward to the prize of returning to whatever
‘normal’ is, but also to reflect on what eternal goals
we set our eyes on. Many people have been
humbled by acts of service and kindness as we have
weathered this pandemic. As we look to break past
the last number of barriers, what prize are we
looking forward to? What prize in life are we looking
for? Perhaps it’s time to allow God some time and
space to work in you.

Why talk about athletics at this time? Just recently I
have been thinking about what words of
encouragement I can give to folks as they work their
way through this tough third lockdown.
The
example that has sprung to mind is that of a 3000m
steeplechase race. This long race is made more
difficult by having barriers set up that people have to
jump over and a water jump that has to be cleared. If
you have ever watched the race you can see the
athletes hurdling in the first two thirds of the race
and jumping clear of the water jump. But as the
punishing race moves to its conclusion, there is wear
and tear on the athletes’ bodies and the lactic acid
builds up in their muscles. They start to stutter and
step onto the barrier to jump off and often splash
deeper into the water jump, sometimes falling over.

For me the greatest ‘pacer’ is Jesus who kept his form
right through death on the cross, but for Christians
the hope is that he didn’t just die but he rose again.
Every blessing in this steeplechase of life remember to ‘keep your form’. What pacers are you
going to allow to support you?
Rev Andrew Fordyce

One of the key things for winning the race in these
late stages is ‘maintaining form’. An athlete’s body
can be screaming at them to give up. Through
tiredness they will stop lifting their arms and legs as
far and the challenge is to ‘maintain form’,keep the
technique, lift the legs so you don’t trip, keep
pushing over the obstacles and race towards the
finish line.

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH CONTACTS
Rector:
Rev Andrew Fordyce 01206 920848
Email: rector@tenpennyvillages.uk
Associated Priest:
Rev Pauline Hart 01206 826318
Email: assocpriest@tenpennyvillages.uk

As a nation we are facing a severe test as we endure
a third pandemic wave and wait for the vaccination
impact to take hold. So many of us have made so
many sacrifices in this difficult time - thank you - but
can I ask you to ‘keep going!’? We need to keep up
our social distancing, obey the requests of not going
out and get our jab as soon as we can.

Youth & Schools Worker:
Charlotte Day (Charley)
Email: youthworker@tenpennyvillages.uk
Churchwardens:
Wendy Wilson 01206 825040
Email: stachurchwardens@tenpennyvillages.uk

One of the giants of faith in the early Church, St Paul,
encouraged his young churches to endure and
pointed out athletes who would compete for a laurel
garland to wear on their head.

Bookings for the Hub:
Meg Burdis 01206 820618
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES NEWS
Unfortunately, the latest lockdown coupled to a
worsening infection rate has prompted a decision to
postpone any Art Group meetings until the autumn
of 2021, when hopefully, we can look forward to a full
season of meetings until spring 2022.

Having started our 2020 season in early March with
our customary Annual General Meeting, the hope
was that we could be looking forward to yet another
full season of interesting talks given by guest
speakers. This was to include talks on “Water
Conservation”, “Planting for Small Gardens” and “The
Dry Garden”.

The Art Group is a small friendly group of people who
enjoy getting together to share their interest in
drawing and painting. The group operates on a self
help basis although demonstrations are organised as
funds allow.

For those who have gardened in Alresford for any
length of time, the realisation that living on what is
basically a sub bed of sand and gravel, would
strongly suggest that at least two of these talks
would have real pertinence to gardening in this area.
I was certainly looking forward to hearing the
speakers views and suggestions.

Meetings are fortnightly on Wednesday
afternoons in the Village Hall, 1.15 to 4.15 pm.
So whether you consider yourself a complete
beginner or an unknown old master you’ll be made
very welcome.
Please watch out for further information in the
Advertiser or if you would like to have a chat about
the group please give me a call on 01206 823824.

Sadly all was not to be, as the rules that governed the
maximum number of people allowed in the village
hall under Covid restrictions, and in the interests of
protecting members health, it was decided to cancel
all meetings.

Stay safe.
Chris

A coach trip to the RHS gardens at Hyde Hall near
Chelmsford was also cancelled.

ALRESFORD WI

The Gardening Club meets in the Village Hall on the
first Monday evening of each month in March, April,
June, July, September and October with a Quiz Night
in November. Dates for our 2021 season have been
set, but as with everything at the moment, these
may have to be reviewed in line with the latest Covid
restrictions.

As with so many other organisations, we have been
unable to meet due to the restrictions We also need
to wait for the go ahead from the N.F.W.I. before we
can restart our meetings.

Updates will be published in the Advertiser as well as
on notice boards around the village, but in the
meantime if you would like any more information
please contact me on 01206 823824.

If anyone requires any information concerning W.I.
then please contact me 01206 822303.
All I can do at the moment is to wish our members a
better outlook for 2021 and to keep safe.

Best regards

Best Wishes

Chris Sanderson (Chairman)

Penny Dimmock

ALRESFORD COLNE RANGERS
FOOTBALL CLUB
ALRESFORD COLNE RANGERS FC are proud of our
FA Charter Standard accreditation. We strive to be
the best place for our football community to play
and enjoy the game. We believe in a game that
unites and inspires and are committed to making
a game that is safe, fun and inclusive for all to
exercise.
We are Charter Standard, we are Built to Last.
To find out more, visit :
www.TheFA.com/CharterStandard
Clubs and Societies News continued on next page
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ALRESFORD CAMERA CLUB
Another fatality of this awful epidemic has been the Camera Club as since March 2020 it had to cancel all
meetings. Whilst there have been brief opportunities for such groups being allowed to meet, the rule that no
more than thirty people could meet indoors in venues such as village halls meant the Camera Club, with
currently over thirty members, wasn’t able to enjoy meeting.
Looking forward, we are hoping the benefits of covid vaccinations will allow groups with over thirty members
to re start their meetings. As this is unlikely pre April/May this year the Camera Club committee has decided
to postpone any possible restart until the autumn.
The Camera Club meets in the village hall on the first and third Thursday evenings each month from
mid September through to May, so if you have an interest in colour or monochrome photography, digital
manipulation techniques or simply want to see how to improve your images, then the Camera Club might
offer you the perfect place to meet with like minded individuals.
More details will appear in future issues of the Advertiser, but If you would like any further information at this
time, please contact John Merison our Chairman on 01206 250846

Jeanette and Chris would like to wish our members a very Happy New Year, and hope that sometime in 2021
we will be able to resume our sessions of singing along to our favourite songs.
New members are always welcome and we would be happy to speak to anyone interested in coming along. We
meet on alternate Fridays between 2pm and 4pm at Alresford Village Hall, Ford Lane. We charge £3 per
session, which includes refreshments, proceeds go to the Village Hall Fund.
For more information contact: Jeanette: 01206 825008 or Chris: 01206 823824

Over 75's GET A SURPRISE
It was not possible this Christmas to have our annual Over 75's
Christmas Tea at the Village Hall due to the understandable
guidelines on Covid Safety.
The ALRESFORD FETE ORGANISING GROUP (AFOG) after
consideration of all the guidance decided that a gift delivered in a
Covid secure manner would bring a little gesture of joy to those in
the village that could well be lonely at the time of year.
Volunteers accompanied by Father Christmas and suitable attired in
Christmas hats and of course gloves and face coverings delivered a
gift to 98 households whilst adhering to all Covid safety at all times.
The Households were those retained on the AFOG Data protection
list from the previous year and unfortunately some people were
missed as their details are not known.

If you know of anyone who is 75 years
young or over and would like to be
involved with any events arranged by the
AFOG, then please contact Russell 01206
825739 or Jeanette 01206 825008 and
your details will be added to the Data
Protected list.
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ST ANDREW’S NATIVITY TRAIL
Well done to everyone who took part in out Nativity Trail - thanks
to the folks who displayed the Pictures of the Nativity.
Congratulations to those of you who put all the letters together the title from the famous Carol was...
“Silent Night, Holy Night”
Thanks for the kind feedback you have given, it was good to be
creative and still think about the Nativity story and all the
characters involved.
Every blessing
Rev. Andrew Fordyce
THANK YOU

THANK YOU

THANK YOU

Gill and Brian Light would like to
say a big thank you to Santa and
his happy helpers for all the
presents delivered to us older
residents.

I would like to thank members of the
Alresford Fete Organising Group, also
members of St Andrew’s Church
committee for the Christmas gifts.

Thank you so much for the tin of
biscuits.

Much
appreciated

I think it goes to show we are
not forgotten.

I must admit, I missed the over 75
tea party. That was always the start
of the Christmas festivities in
Alresford

Thanks a million
Eric Jordan

Jill

This Charity was co-founded in 2016 by an Alresford resident, Iain Finch to collect and support sustainable
beneficiary organisations such as football and rugby Academies, Schools, Charities and Community Projects
with the supply of donated boots, kits and accessories.
(The information was taken from
http://www.boots2africa.co.uk/)
Pictures recently received back from Lungi Rangers FC in Freetown, Sierra Leone. Part of a 100 boot and kit
shipment to this new beneficiary of kits donated by Alresford Colne Rangers FC.

Details of how to donate can be found at
www.boots2africa.co.uk or you can contact them at
info@boots2africa.co.uk, via Facebook https://
www.facebook.com/boots2africa/, telephone 07913
248028 or @Boots2Africa
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MAKE YOUR HOUSE A HAPPY HOME

AJR

TRADITIONAL LOCAL
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Boiler Breakdown &
Service Engineer

“From fixing a shelf to hanging a door,

General Plumbing

Cleaning the gutters to laying a floor,
629704

Tel: 07887683335

Decorating your home or just your hall,

Email: tonyrook6919@gmail.com

Fitting your kitchen or tiling a wall,
No job too large or too small,

COLNE VIEW DENTAL SURGERY LTD
53 Ladysmith Avenue, Brightlingsea
Essex CO7 0JD

Pick up the phone and give me a call”.

01206 302307
Piers Lambert Bchd (Leeds 1992)

Free quotation, competitive rates
And over 30 years experience

MODERN FRIENDLY FAMILY PRACTICE
FREE ON-SITE PARKING
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS AND DISABLED FACILITIES
ONLY WHITE NON MERCURY FILLINGS
CEREC 1 VISIT CROWNS NOW AVAILABLE
COSMETIC WORK - TOOTH WHITENING
NO REGISTRATION NECESSARY
EMERGENCIES WELCOME
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT - www.colnedental.co.uk
Major card payments accepted

CALL BOB on 07886 291071
Email: hhmenquiries@gmail.com
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ALRESFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD
POLICING

The signs are clearly marked with the prohibited
times, regardless to how many people there are in
the vicinity, they are still in force.

NOVEMBER 2020
Recorded Crimes: 4 (01/11/2020 - 25/11/2020)
Crime Types: ABH - Assault without injury Suspicious circumstances - Threats

Police and parking services will continue to patrol
unannounced and anyone caught stopping/
dropping off on them will receive a fixed penalty.
Please respect the safety of the children and abide
by the highway code.

Incidents Reported: 17
Types reported: Nuisance/Crestlands - Suspicious
circumstances - Oil on Road/Tenpenny Hill - Concern
- COVID breach x 5 Concern x 2 - Information x 2 Assist other agency - Vehicle on fire - RTC/Main Road
- Temporary traffic lights malfunction/Wivenhoe
Road

DECEMBER 2020 NOTES
Latest Scam Circulating - Vaccine
‘Confirmed scam going around whereby a text
message will be sent to people stating they are
eligible to have the vaccine and to follow the link to
receive this. Once the link is clicked on, this takes you
to a fake NHS website where it asks for all personal
details of bank account/sort code and card number
to verify and prove ownership of your address. The
way the message is received it looks to be true and
given the pandemic we are currently in, people will
panic and believe this to be true and go ahead
without realising they are about to be scammed/
defrauded.’

DECEMBER 2020
Recorded Crimes: 8 (26/112020 - 18/12/2020)
Crime Types: Assault ABH - Assault without injury Stalking - Threats - Breach of non molestation order
- Harassment without violence - Theft of mobile
phone - Criminal damage to motor vehicle
Incidents Reported: 6
Types reported: Breach of non molestation order Assault without injury x2 - Harassment - Theft of
mobile phone - Criminal damage to vehicle

Please be vigilant.
Inconsiderate parking near the school.
There has been numerous reports put in the
Alresford Advertiser, warning of stopping/parking
on the school zig zag markings during the prohibited
times.

NOVEMBER 2020 TRUCAM:
Monthly total 16 - Wivenhoe Road
20 captured - Top Speed: 46 mph

A joint visit was done with parking partners and
police where one parent was handed a fixed penalty
notice.

Please drive safely and drive with due care and
attention, adhere to the speed signs and drive at a
safe distance behind the car in front.
Road signs are highly visible and are checked before
and after deployment.

There are large yellow signs clearly displayed with
the times they are in force. They are there for the
safety of the children/pedestrians during the busy
times, parking on them causes obstruction, which
could cause an accident and worse a fatality.

NO EXCUSE FOR BAD DRIVING
Preventing accidents and saving lives matter

There are no exceptions, even blue badge holders
are not permitted to park on them during the
designated times.

NOVEMBER 2020 NOTES
Criminal Damage to old Church
Some badly damaged brick work around the
archway of the old St Peter’s Church, Ford Lane was
discovered. If anyone saw anything or knows who
caused the damage, please report it.

Please keep children safe and park sensibly.
Reporting incidents the correct way
To report an incident please ring 101
Or report it online: https://www.essex.police.uk/doit-online/report-a-crime/

Suspicious Vehicle/Persons
Males driving a white van were reported to us as
acting suspiciously in the village and asking
questions; on this occasion a registration was gained
and officers were able to carry out checks.

All incidents must be reported as above
If residents have any concern on suspicious vehicles/
activity/drugs in the village, please feel free to
contact me, with as much detail as possible,
including contact details so I can investigate (unless
it is an incident, which then needs to reported as
above).

School Parking
Reports are still being made, where vehicles are
badly parking at the school and stopping on the zig
zags. These are there to keep the children safe; they
are not a reserved pace for those running late or the
nearest location to the gate.

Email- julia.brandon@essex.pnn.police.uk
Tel- 101 Ext- 440222

Children can quickly run out between cars and
obstructions could put them in danger.
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info@ewdmail.co.uk

www

www.ewdrecycling.co.uk

EWDRecycling are a waste management service
who are large enough to cope,
but small enough to care

SkipHire

RollOnRolloff

Skipsrange from
2 - 12 yards.
Wetry our best for
sameor next day
delivery.

Forlarger amountsof
waste we supply 20 - 40
yard bins.

Tipper Hire

GrabHire

Perfect for
transporting large
loads

Hire agrab lorry to take
the backacheout of
shovelling.

ScrapMetal

GarageWaste

Wecan now offer
scrap metal
collectionsviaour
skips and Roro’s.

Wecan remove hazardous
waste for you on regular
or one off collections.

Wood

Aggregates

Weoffer a wood
service, and we can
collect or you can
deliver to one of our
sites.

Primary and
secondary
aggregatesavailable
for delivery or collection.

UPVC

DataShredding

Wecan collect UPVC
windowsvia our Skips
or Roro’s.

Wecan shred your
confidential paperwork
and supply acertificate
of destruction.

01206 30 70 70
R e c y c l i n g

TO D AY ’ S

w a s t e

f o r

TO M O R R O W ’ S w o r l d !

Gentleman
Gardener

DOES YOUR GARDEN NEED
A SPRING CLEAN?
IF SO I CAN HELP
NO JOB OR GARDEN TOO
SMALL

CONTACT: 07841 884282
01206 820753
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ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Further improvements to the children’s play area are
planned. The sturdy and time served see-saw has
been renovated and relocated to make way for new
play equipment that will be installed once planning
gain monies are received. Surveys are planned to
find out the requirements of parents and children
for one or two new pieces of equipment. The Parish
Council is pleased with the response from residents
to our recent play area works.

Chairman’s Report - Cllr Frank Belgrove
For full Council meeting minutes please see the
Parish Council website.
GENERAL UPDATE
Last year the terrible Covid 19 pandemic
overshadowed most aspects of our lives and
significant problems continue this year. We are all so
grateful for our NHS workers who have done so
much to care for the sick and who are now involved
in the vaccination process. We must not forget
though our local volunteers who continue to help
with pharmacy deliveries and other community
support issues. If anyone is experiencing difficulties
the Parish Council will do what it can to help. The
messages of gratitude for what we have achieved so
far have been most heartening.

HIGHWAYS
The Parish Council continues to press for highway
improvements related to road safety. A police survey
(instigated at the request of the Parish Council) of
Cockaynes Lane has been undertaken as concerns
have been raised about the increase in vehicles and
pedestrians sharing the lane, recommendations are
being considered. It is disappointing that Essex
Highways will not reduce the speed limit along the
whole length of the lane and in general the criteria
for speed limits seems very much out of sync with
what the public expects. Our County Councillor Alan
Goggin has raised the issues of speed limit criteria
at a full Essex County Council meeting as other
counties have different polices that seem more
adaptable.

Even in the face of many adverse factors there were
some great achievements for the Parish Council in
2020 and thus the community. The Proper Officer
and the Deputy Clerk (who is also the responsible
finance officer) both achieved Certificates in Local
Council Administration, this and other criteria
resulted in the Council being classed as a Competent
Council – this designation opens the way for
improved grant eligibility and more powers to
improve the village. A further national award was
presented to the Council via the Essex Association
of Local Councils – the Foundation Award. The hard
work of staff and Councillors to reach a well above
average Council status should mean we can improve
facilities and Council services and that can only be a
good thing. We are pleased to announce that we are
involving a younger age group in Council activities
and have currently a “work experience” gap year
student working with the Council.

LITTER and FLY-TIPPING
Alresford Parish Council has noted the dramatic
increase in littering (and on occasions fly-tipping)
due perhaps initially to more visitors coming to
Alresford during the semi-lockdown periods. It really
is unacceptable for people to throw their rubbish on
the ground. The Council is providing more bins and
continuing with anti-fly tipping measures such as the
mobile CCTV scheme. A new, replacement bin has
recently been installed in Coach Road outside the
Doctors surgery and more bin installations are
planned.

ALRESFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
There have been some unexpected delays in the
very final stages of the Neighbourhood Plan due to
the staff illness of a Tendring District Council Officer
and also a delay with the independent examiner
(again for health reasons) who is completing the
final examination. All those involved on the Parish
Council, especially lead Neighbourhood Plan
member Cllr Simon Clark and the Steering Group,
are hopeful though that the referendum can take
place within the next few months (Covid 19
permitting of course).
PLAYING FIELD
Alresford Parish Council is delighted to have
received three gold awards last year for the village
playing field area from the Essex Playing Fields
Association. Those awards included one for the
overall attention given to the playing field area (this
work is done by paid contractors and volunteers). An
issue has always been the watering of newly sown
grass seed as it seems wasteful in summer months
to use mains water and doing that is not especially
environmentally friendly either. A borehole to
extract water is therefore to be installed for
irrigation and it is hoped that not only will this
reduce water supply bills the water can be used for
a range of purposes within the community pavilion.
Alresford Colne Rangers Football Club will be paying
half the costs and the Council will match fund.

THE PUBLIC REALM
Councillor Bina Swash has been instrumental in
progressing small projects that improve our public
areas. The Parish Council Christmas Tree outside the
shops in Station Road proved a great success and we
thank Councillor Swash and Councillor Osborne for
arranging for it’s installation and decoration. A
number of flower- filled hanging baskets are to be
lamp-post mounted in central village locations to
brighten up the village for the spring and summer.
PLANNING
There has been a relaxation in planning regulations
over the past few years however it is vital that
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ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
CONTACT DETAILS

anyone contemplating building works of any
description makes sure as to whether they require
planning permission or not before starting works. It
can be very costly in the long term to ignore the
planning system whether deliberately or by
mistake. Tendring District Council Officers can
usually be approached for advice as can many
consultants. The Parish Council is not a planning
authority however it is a statutory consultee for
planning applications and does its best to comment
fairly and in an even-handed way on all planning
matters and has helpful Council members willing to
listen as regards planning matters.

The Parish Office, The Pavilion, Ford Lane
Alresford CO7 8AT
Council meetings are held at the Pavilion on the first
Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm.
Public and Press are welcome
Agenda & Approved Minutes on website
Website: www.alresfordpcessex.uk/
Facebook: Alresford Parish Council (Parish Council
only)/The Pavilion & Playing Field - Alresford Essex
Twitter: @alresfordessex

THE PARISH PRECEPT
The local tax (collected via the Council Tax) that is
needed to fund Parish Council responsibilities is
called the Precept. At a full Council meeting last year
a small increase in the Precept for this financial year
was agreed in order to maintain and in some cases
expand services. However, that increase will not
result in individual households paying more as due
to housing development the spread of the taxation
will, in most cases, mean there will be a reduction
per Council tax payer in Parish Council related
taxation. There will be over 60 band D equivalent
newly built properties eligible for Council Tax next
year.

Chairman: Cllr Frank Belgrove - 01206 823739
Vice-Chairman: Cllr Ernie Osborne - 01206 822168
Cllr Linda Belgrove
Cllr Simon Clark
Cllr Sue Hammick
Cllr John Housden
Cllr Gary Scott
Cllr Ann Wiggins
Cllr Bina Swash

01206 823739
01206 827884
01206 618659
07775630058
01206 820769
01206 825153
01206 970353

District Council Tendring
District Councillor Gary Scott - 01206 820769
Email: cllr.gscott@tendringdc.gov.uk

COVID 19
At the time of going to press we are in another
national lockdown and it is a time for caution and
obeying the rules so as to restrict transmission of
the virus. The Parish Council Staff are working from
home as much as possible and so we apologise for
any delays in responding to letters, however e-mails
are readily accessible. We all hope the vaccine rollout will now bring significant and positive results for
us all this year.

District Councillor Ann Wiggins - 01206 825153
Email: cllr.awiggins@tendringdc.gov.uk
County Council Essex
County Councillor Alan Goggin - 01206 308023
Email: egog@btinternet.com

Alresford Parish Council Chairman
Frank Belgrove

Parish Clerk - The Proper Officer
01206 615117 (Answerphone 24/7)
Email: alresfordpc@outlook.com

ALRESFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN - Update

Responsible Finance Officer & Assistant Clerk
01206 615117 (Answerphone 24/7)
Email: rfopcessex@outlook.com

Tendring District Council have completed their
review of Regulation 16 consultations and agreed the
Alresford Neighbourhood Plan can progress to the
final approval stage.

JO PYMAN

An independent examiner has been appointed and is
currently undertaking a review on behalf of the
Governments Planning Inspectorate. This process
should conclude in February, although it may be
affected by C19 site visit restrictions, and will enable
us to prepare for a referendum in late Spring.

We would like to thank everyone for their cards, flowers, tributes,
sharing amazing childhood memories and generous donations in
remembrance of our beloved daughter Jo, who sadly passed away on
27th August, 2020 age 48, after losing her battle with cancer.

As always we will keep you updated on progress.

We were absolutely overwhelmed by everyone's sympathy and kindness
which meant so much to our family at such a devastating time.A special
thank you to Sian and Clare for their regular contact.

Alresford Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Janice, Ivan, Lynsey, Vern, Zach & Milo xxxxx

ALRESFORD CRAFT AND FARMERS MARKET

Due to the very uncertain times, there are no markets planned.
We will continue as soon as it is safe to do so.
Please see our Facebook page for updates.
Until we see you again, please stay safe
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THE ALRESFORD STATION HOUSE PROJECT-UPDATE
Alresford Station House Community Group teamed up with Alresford Primary School to
run an art competition. The theme was ‘The Station at Christmas’. Pupils were invited to
submit Christmas themed pictures for the chance to have their entry displayed at the
Station.
Many fantastic entries were received, really showcasing the creative talent of some of
our youngest villagers. The Parish Councillors, who judged the competition, had a really
tough time picking a winner. In the end they selected 4 entries: a winner, runner up and
two highly commended. All four were displayed at the Station over the Christmas period.
The judges were really impressed by the detailed depictions of the station. From Santa arriving by train, to
candy cane barriers at the level crossing, it was a delight to see the children’s imagination shown on the
entries.
Station display of winner, runner
up, highly commended x2
Thank you to Alresford Primary and PTA for
their support in running the competition.
For more information on Alresford Station
House visit our website:
alresfordstationhouse.org.uk
You can also follow us on Facebook and
Instagram: @alresfordstation
Note from the Editor.
We thought the winning picture was so good
that it deserved to be on the front cover of this
edition.

THE CHARITY BAG

Thank you for:

Firstly let me wish you a happy and healthy New
Year.

• Sacks of donated wool/house clearance

As many of you know, much of our knitting is for
Christian Hope International to forward onto the
poorer regions of Europe. People from all over the
UK donate their knitting and one that caught the eye
from the CHI magazine was a lady from Cornwall.

• Used stamps for Bone Cancer Research fund
raising

• Your Christmas cards

• Knitted squares
• Jumpers and adult blankets
• Children’s cardigan and blankets (passed onto the
Food Bank for the Baby Bank
Still collecting:
• Used stamps (½” around each one please)
• Wool
Needles, wool and patterns available (for children as
well)
Thank you on behalf of those who cannot thank you
for themselves.
Wishing you good luck during lockdown...
Take care until next time.
Christine Stimpson
2 Coach Road
Alresford
(Opposite Doctor’s surgery)
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A census has taken place in England every ten years since 1801 (with the exception of 1941). A census gathers
information about our society so that appropriate services can be put in place for everyone to enjoy now and
in the future.
Fans of TV programmes such as “Who Do You Think You Are” will know the value of historic census data to
family historians and genealogists, but data from the census impacts our lives every day, often without us even
realising it.
Did you know that water companies use census data to anticipate peak water demand? Or that the NHS uses
census data to plan a wide range of services such as hospitals and GP surgeries, mobile chiropodists and home
support? Everything from schools to care home places are planned using census data to make sure that the
needs of all age groups are met.
Every aspect of our lives is impacted by the census, so it is vital that everyone participates to ensure the best
possible understanding of the structure and needs of our society.
By taking part, you can make sure that your community is represented and gets its share of public and other
funding to ensure the provision of services now and in the future.
The next census official census date is Sunday 21st March 2021, but Census 2021 will be the first time that
everyone will be able to complete the
census online at any time from the
beginning of March 2021.
You will receive a letter with your unique
access code and will be able to complete
the census online using any device.

Be
abepart
Help will
available ifof
you
Census 2021

need it by phone, email or text. You will
also be able to use web-chat or social
media, or drop into a Covid-compliant
Census Support Centre. Guidance will be
available in a range of languages and
accessible formats, and the paper option
will still be available if needed.

Census day is 21 March 2021.
By taking part and encouraging others to do the
same, you’ll help make sure your community gets
the services it needs.

The census is run by the Office for National
Statistics (ONS) which operates completely
independently of government and of any
private sector interests.

All

information submitted for the census is
stored securely and anonymised. No
personal data is ever sold nor is it shared
with any other government department.
Information from the census is only
released after 100 years when your
descendants may be tracing their own
family history.

Find out more at www.census.gov.uk

Please make sure that you support your
community by participating in Census
2021.

Follow @Census2021
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www.census.gov.uk

For more information go to https://
census.gov.uk/ or on social media
@Census 2021

ALRESFORD VILLAGE HALL

in the next Alresford Advertiser as well as on the
village hall website.

The Village Hall website:
https://e-voice.org.uk/alresfordvillagehall/
The Village Hall Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Alresfordvillagehall/

However, once again
PLEASE, PLEASE consider our invitation to join us
as a Trustee on the Management Committee.

NEWS

We meet normally once a month in the evening and
at present, we have no major concerns with regards
to our village hall. If you are interested give me a call
and come to a meeting to see what we do.

CORONAVIRUS COVID 19 UPDATES
Village Hall COVID 19 Closure
In line with the Government ruling on non-essential
social gatherings, Alresford Village Hall is closed and
will remain so until further notice.

So, if you are an old village resident or you have
recently moved to the village please consider
this request.

The Trustees on the Alresford Village Hall
Management Committee will continuously monitor
the situation but in view that the decision to enforce
another national lockdown that prohibits all leisure
activity that would normally take place within the
Village hall, we have no option other than to remain
closed.

REGULAR HIRE GROUPS
Below are the regular hire groups currently
involved using the hall facilities in normal times:
1st Alresford Scout Group (Beavers) meet
Tuesday Teatime.
Alresford Indoor Carpet Bowls Club meet
Monday afternoon/Evening.
Alresford Camera Club meet the first and third
Thursday evening on the month
Alresford Art Club meet every other Wednesday
afternoon.
Alresford Colne Rangers Football Club (using the
Pavilion at the rear of the hall)
Alresford Women’s Guild meet Wednesday
evening.
Alresford Gardening Club (affiliated to the RHS
as Alresford Horticultural Society) meet on the
first Monday of the Month March to November
Alresford Women’s Institute meet the second
Thursday evening of the month
Alresford Lunch Club meet every Tuesday
Dog Training Classes Tuesday and Thursday
evening.
Tai Chi meet every Wednesday morning.
Exercise Classes (Extend) meet every Thursday
morning.
Alresford Calligraphy Group meet every Friday
morning.
Simply Singing meet every other Friday afternoon
Line Dancing meets every Tuesday afternoon.
Craft and Farmers Market on the first Saturday
morning of the month.

As previously we are advising all booked users and
private hirers that the hall will remain closed until
the Government advice changes and the
Management Committee will then decide when the
hall can safely reopen.
We again apologise for any disappointment caused
but the overall health and safety of all involved in
the community of Alresford Village Hall is
paramount.
Please feel free to contact the Trustees by calling
the Chair, Russell Milburn on 01206 825739
OTHER NEWS
The Trustees decided that it would be of benefit for
the village hall cleaner to attend regularly to adhere
to insurance requirements and to keep a visual
check on any potential problems that often come
into play during the winter.
It was bought to attention that we had a leak in the
roof, that although has been an ongoing problem
for a couple of years it now seems to leak every time
it rains.
There have been various attempts to locate and
repair this problem but to date not successful.
A roofing contractor has now been engaged to do
whatever it takes to sort this out and over the next
few weeks will be present at the hall doing this work.
We will over the next few weeks also take the
opportunity to carpet tile the stage area and install
L.E.D lighting around the stage perimeter. This will
bring the stage area up to the standard of the rest
of the village hall and rectify a Health and Safety
concern established on the Risk Assessments from
2020.

HALL/PAVILION HIRE
The Pavilion/Bar is now available for hire either
individually or as well as the Hall.
All enquiries should be via the
Village Hall booking clerk, Pat Burmby on 01206
823983.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Due to the ongoing restrictions once again, it will be
impossible to safely arrange the AGM. Under
guidance we could consider a virtual meeting, but
this would not allow all those who would like to
‘attend’ the AGM to partake as many do not have
sufficient internet capability or knowledge.
We will submit our accounts to the external auditor
for the year ending report and a Year 2020/21
management report will be presented and reported

If more information is needed for any of these
groups, please visit Village Hall website or contact
Russell Milburn 01206 825739.
Russell Milburn Chair AVHMC
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ALRESFORD BIKERS – STILL HIBERNATING!
No need for me to tell you how the past year has gone eh? The frustration at having everything we’re
interested in cancelled has been pretty bad. Skill fade is real too, and I can feel myself a little rusty at the
edges on the rare occasions I get out on the bike. So if you happen to see me doing figure of eights around
the car parks in the village, you know I’m just practicing, I’m not lost! But the one thing we can all do is look
forward to when the virus is beaten, it eventually subsides, and all our normal activities come back.
Many local events that take months of setting up were cancelled last year, and probably this year too. And AB
are hibernating, keeping our heads down until brighter days return, which they will. In the meantime, we’re
wistfully remembering things we have done in the past, rides we had, good times with friends, and mentally
planning doing them again when restrictions end.
One of the positives we can all take from Covid-19 is a sudden appreciation of all the things we have, rather
than what has been temporarily taken away. And with those things in mind we can plan rides out with our
mates, trips away, holidays, and things that we might not have done, but now definitely will. We will also be
looking out for local events that we can support, since the community has taken a bit of a battering. Hopefully
we’ll be able to help it recover.
Myself, I’m planning a round Britain ride, using coast, or near coast roads all the way. It’s going to take time
though, it’s further than you think! We’re also looking forward to Sunday Rides again, and some nice
destinations to visit, perhaps further away than we have been in the past, to add some fresh rides to our
itinerary, but also visit places we have been before who also need recovery support. That tea and cake won’t
consume itself you know! Sunday mornings at 0930 if you want to come along or just say hello. Sammy
Miller’s Motorcycle Museum, in the New Forest, is definitely on the list, as is a ride around East Anglia again.
Hopefully the Copdock Bike Show won’t be affected by the restrictions as it is in October, and has turned into
a massive gathering and a really great event, that is very nearby to us. Again, hopefully, the Essex and Herts
Air Ambulance Run will be able to go ahead, as it is the largest single bike event of the year. We look forward
to just getting out and riding again. And of course we look forward to returning to The Pointer Inn, for our
monthly meetings. But, while we wait, there are preparations that we have to take care of.
Be ready! In the picture, a happier time. We’ll be back! And if you want to come and join us, once we get
rolling again, we’ll be meeting in the Pointer Inn at 8pm on the second Tuesday of every month, and probably
most Sunday mornings outside in the car park for a ride out somewhere. Just turn up and say hello!
Al Gillard
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MARK BRUMPTON
TREE SERVICES

TREE SURGEON
♣ Reshaping,
♣ Reducing
♣ Surgery Work
♣ and Clearance

FULL INSURANCE
For Free Estimate
and Advice

TELEPHONE:
01206 825498
or 07885749934
Roxburgh,
Colchester Main Road
Alresford
CO7 8DG

AJ

HOME

MPROVEMENTS
and repairs
General Building Services
Plastering
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Carpentr y
Plumbing
Electrical
Fencing, Paving & Patios

Professional - Reliable - Affordable
01206 306169 or 07766 565249
www.AJ-HOME.co.uk
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ALRESFORD POST OFFICE
& CONVENIENCE STORE
55 Station Road, Alresford
Essex, CO7 8BX

Registered Charity No 1066579
1 Osbornes Court, Victoria Place, Brightlingsea, CO7 0EB
Tel: 01206 303702

*
Sun *NEW
day ** E
Opening Times:
Op xte
Monday - Saturday 8am - 7pm ening nded
Ho
Sunday 8am - 4pm
ur s

Visit us for:
▶ BANKING - free cash withdrawals, cash and cheques
deposits for the following Banks:
Barclays, First Direct,Halifax, HSBC, Lloyds, Nationwide,
NatWest, Smile, Santander, The Co-op Bank, TSB, Bank of
Scotland
Newspapers & magazines - Beers, wines & spirits
Cigarettes & tobacco - Confectionery
Dry cleaning services - Wide range of everyday groceries
Animal & pet feed - Greetings cards & stationery

•
•
•
•
•
•

Formerly 'Brightlingsea Family Support', The Autumn
Centre (Luncheon Clubs) is a non-profit registered local
charity run by a voluntary group providing support to
elderly and frail people who are vulnerable and lonely.

DON’T FORGET
Your local Post Office offers many other services
including:
Buy ‘One4all’ multi-store gift cards for all occasions can be spent in over 22,000 stores and online,
including Amazon, Argos, Currys/PC World
Get Car Tax using your V11 reminder form or V5
Registration Document only
Get Euro’s on demand, other foreign currency &
Travel Insurance
Passport check & service
Get Car/Home/Pet Insurance
Do Bill Payments: Gas/Electricity/BT Paypoint Outlet

The Autumn Centre stocks a range of mobility aids such
as wheelchairs, walking frames, crutches and walking
s�cks. In addi�on, we also stock Prac�cal aids to help
with day to day living, like bathing and
household chores.
Can’t find what you’re looking for? Then please let us
know, in most cases we can order the item for you.
We are open from 10am to 2pm
Monday to Friday

Sjconversions
Builder
Free Estimates

EXTENSIONS
LOFT CONVERSIONS
NEW KITCHEN FITS
NEW BATHROOM FITS
GARAGE CONVERSIONS
07899045847
01206824752

stuartjohnbush@gmx.co.uk
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Friendly and Trustworthy
Local Engineer

SMALL SCALE SKIPS
1½ & 2 YARD MINI SKIPS
COMPETITIVE RATES
WE DELIVER

Please Call Jack on

01206 820599
07818 034032

SAND�BALLAST�STONE�MOT TYPE I & II
SOIL�CRUSHED CONCRETE

17 Heath Road
Alresford
Essex
CO7 8DT

01206 822770 OR 07802 265 712
PHONE ANYTIME
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Alresford Garage Ltd
• Routine servicing

• Diagnostics and code
reading

• MOT’s (free retests)

• Easy Parking

• Tyres and exhausts
• Air con centre
• Loan Cars
• Servicing to cars
under manufacturer’s
warranty

• Free coffee

Alresford Garage
Main Road
Alresford
Colchester CO7 8DB

• Good Garage
Scheme
• Comfortable Waiting
Room

Reg. No. 1205244

Service: 01206 825245 . Sales: 01206 822875
www.alresfordgarage.co.uk
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ALRESFORD ILLUMINATIONS
On my regular exercise walks around the village
over Christmas (following all Government
Covid guidelines), I found it uplifting to
observe all of the Christmas light
decorations.
Many households had gone to
great effort to decorate their
houses that were of much
benefit to passers by as to
those who were actually in
residence. The property at
the end of Station Road on
the junction with the Main
Road
was
particularly
splendid and I found the
display of various animal life
alongside
the
Christmas
theme in Cox Road very cute as
well.
A note of gratitude also to the Parish
Council for the Christmas Tree in the
area in front of the Post Office and also to The Pointer for their giant snowman.
These are difficult times and all those who made the effort to celebrate the Christmas season, in many ways
helped those who needed a little light to brighten their days, Thank you.
Well on we go, keep walking and keep talking.
Meanderer.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER
Dear "Meanderer",
Your letter in the last edition of the advertiser asked about who was responsible for the recent clearing of a
footpath and also the neat cutting back of a hedge along the the B1027. I am pleased to report that these
works were carried out by the Alresford Parish Council Handyman and also by our regular contractor.
Alresford Parish Council is part of an Essex Highways devolution scheme and we now take on many works
usually designated as the responsibility of Essex Highways.
The Parish Council thanks you for your letter of appreciation.
Frank Belgrove, Chairman Alresford Parish Council
ALRESFORD ADVERTISER CONTACT DETAIL

A cheery sight on a cold December night!

EMAIL: alresfordadvertiser@gmail.com
TELEPHONE: 01206 825739
ADDRESS: 22 Station Road, Alresford, CO7 8BT
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?
For enquiries about advertising your company or
organisation, please contact us via the email address above
or by telephoning Ian on 01206 822303
CORRESPONDENCE
Any correspondence sent for publication must be
accompanied with your name and address or that of your
organisation.
COPY DEADLINE
The editorial and advertising deadline for the next edition
will be 8th March 2021

Thank you to the Rotary Club of
Brightlingsea & District

DISCLAIMER
Submission of material does not always guarantee inclusion within the publication, and advertisements and editorials are published in good faith. The
editor cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of any advertisements placed by advertisers. Editorial material does not necessarily reflect the views
and opinions of the editors and neither editorial nor advertisements are to be read as recommendations on the part of the editor
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