 ALRESFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting (held by telephone conference) on 4th August 2020 
Cllrs. present (remote attendance): Cllr. F. Belgrove (Chairman), Cllr. Osborne, Cllr. Wiggins, Cllr. L. Belgrove, Cllr. Hammick, and Cllr. Scott. Cllr. Housden joined the meeting later than planned due to a technical issue.
Also present (remote attendance): Parish Clerk & Cty. Cllr. Goggin
                      



Minutes
Announcements:
1. COVID 19 – Rev. Fordyce, services would start in September and face masks would need to be worn
2. The Alresford Voluntary Service would continue for those who needed it.

3. TDC had approved the draft Alresford Neighbourhood Plan and would be carrying out the final consultation soon (Regulation 16) 
4. Alresford Parish Council had received the Local Councils Award Scheme - Foundation Award 

5. Congratulation to our RFO who had passed her CiLCA (Clerks qualification)
08.20.1624 Apologies for Absence
Cllr. Swash, and Cllr. Clark.
08.20.1625 Declarations of Interest
Cllr. F. Belgrove declared an interest in agenda item 08.20.1636, Cllr. L. Belgrove declared an interest in anything relating to the EALC, Cllr. Hammick declared an interest in agenda item 08.20.1639, and Dist. Cllrs./Cllrs. Scott and Wiggins declared an interest in their Dist. Cllr. Report.

08.20.1626 Minutes of the last monthly meeting

The minutes of the meeting from 1st July 2020, were agreed by all councillors’ present.
08.20.1627 Public Forum (members of the public and guests can address the council or submit written questions/statements). Time limit 3 mins per person. Item limited to 10 minutes.

2 points were going to be raised but had been withdrawn.

08.20.1628 Finance Report for July 2020
The Finance report was approved by all councillors’ present.
Action: RFO to process payments.

08.20.1629 Pavilion: Council to approve installation of new fire alarm panel (existing unit damaged) and CCTV camera equipment for Pavilion interior (corridor). Fire alarm panel cost £300. CCTV £475 includes labor. Total £775 there are Pavilion budgetary provision for these items.

Both items including the financial spend, were agreed by all councillors’ present.
Action: Clerk to progress authorized works.

08.20.1630 CCTV ANPR camera for car park, quote £4000 or request quotes for higher resolution camera instead of ANPR.
Request to be made for more information, and a quote for the higher resolution camera.
Action: More information needed, another quote for a higher resolution camera required.
08.20.1631 CCTV mobile units for rapid deployment to collect evidence on fly-tipping and littering. 

Council to consider a budget of £700 for one unit accessed by mobile phone or smaller units manually serviced at approx. £150 each.

It was agreed by all councillors’ present to approve the budget of £700. 

Action: RFO to allocate a budget of £700. Mobile units to be purchased.

Cllr. F. Belgrove mentioned a complaint made to TDC regarding a planning application which had taken a year for a decision to be made. (The Parish Council had objected to it).

08.20.1632 New planning applications

Council to consider the below, comments to be submitted to TDC.

1. 20/00857/FUL Mrs Philip Low Installation of a 4ft wooden fence with trellis on top along the front of the driveway and installation of approx. 6ft arched top gates at the entrance of the driveway. 48 Wivenhoe Road Alresford Colchester Essex CO7 8AE

Comment: Not in keeping with the rest of the road. Objection. 

Action: Clerk to update TDC Planning Portal with comment.

08.20.1633 Council to consider re-opening Pavilion (following Covid-19 government advice that this can be done with social distancing conditions in place) and allowing the use of playing field pitches for all Football Club activities. Guidelines following risk assessment to be strictly adhered to. Changing rooms to remain closed until government lift closure advice received.

The councillors’ present approved the re-opening of the Pavilion, but it would be rescinded if there were any cases of COVID-19 (in line with Government guidelines).
Action: Alresford Colne Rangers Football Club to be advised of the councils decision, risk assessments and signage to be provided.

08.20.1634 District Councillor’s report (Written Report) and 3 min verbal report
See appendix 1

08.20.1635 Essex County Councillor Report (Written Report) and 3 min verbal report
See appendix 2
08.20.1636 Council to consider request from Alresford Creek Boat Owners Co-operative for financial contribution towards disposal of a boat (subject of arson attack). Cost to dispose £275. (The Clerk to advise on powers of a Parish Council or the precedent in dealing with such requests as boat was on private land). 

The Clerk and RFO had discussed the request and advised the council that public money can not be spent on an issue that was on private land, this would also set a concerning precedent. The council members present agreed with the advice given.
Action: Clerk to respond back to ACBOC with the council’s decision.

08.20.1637 Environment Working Party recommendations for Council consideration:

i) Council to work with current landowner of White House Beach and liaise with Police etc. to protect area (camping/fires/littering etc).

ii) Disabled access path and viewing area at Alresford Creek – project to resume and updated quote to be obtained
Action: updated quote to be obtained.

iii) Planter/garden area Coach Road and hanging baskets project to resume
Action: Planter and hanging baskets to be purchased as previously authorized.
iv) Obtain updated quotes for electric vehicle charge points (car park, resumption of “green” projects)
Action: Updated quotes to be obtained.

Cllr. F. Belgrove proposed all four items. The councillors’ present were all in favour.
08.20.1639 Playing Field Working Party recommendations for Council consideration:
i) Fence repairs at the play area. To accept quote for fence repairs from Cox Landscapes £1115.42 (fence to be then painted by Handyperson) – Amount agreed by all councillors’ present.
Action: Clerk to progress authorised works.

ii) Install small wildlife area (low maintenance garden) and arrange for pictorial teaching boards to be of bespoke construction, depicting insects/science and other environmental topics (Finance Committee to liaise with Playing Field Working Party to approve amount to spend for this) – Agreed by all councillors’ present.
Action: Clerk/Working Parties to progress with approved works.

iii) To replace existing young children’s climbing apparatus with updated and regulation compliant equipment (requested by parents). Subject to grant (to be obtained) or via S106 monies – Agreed by all councillors’ present.
Action: Works to progress once funds are available.

iv) Authorise replacement of safety matting for see-saw and rocking horse areas (Finance Committee to approve amount of spend) – Agreed by all councillors’ present
Action: Clerk to progress authorised works.
08.20.1640 Clerk updates/reports
i) LCAS Foundation level update – The Clerk confirmed what had been required in getting the award
ii) Alresford’s Neighbourhood Plan – TDC had agreed the plan, the last stage was a 7-week final consultation which should be starting in the next few weeks.
iii) Staunton Gate parking issues – Issues in Pippin Way, tickets issued but some vehicles had remained.
iv) Minerals and Waste/Concrete delivery vehicle movement complaints – An apology had been received from the company which was appreciated.
08.20.1641 Recycling boxes

Council to discuss storage and distribution issues as residents from across Tendring were sometimes attending the Pavilion to collect these boxes.

Due to some of the facilities being closed and TDC advising people to attend Alresford, there had been more people needing recycling boxes and food caddies. Dist. Cllrs. Scott (01206 82769) and Wiggins (01206 825153) would be more than happy to help supply residents of Alresford, Thorrington, and Elmstead Market with recycling containers.
08.20.1642 Council to arrange community litter pick: Clerk to purchase further litter collection items. Budget of £100 for this.

All councillors’ present agreed. The Clerk informed the council that TDC could provide equipment for schedule litter picks for large groups.
Action: Clerk to arrange purchase of items.

08.20.1643 New waste bin (heritage style) for Coach Road – outside Doctors surgery. Approx. cost £250 (handyman to fit).

All councillors’ present agreed.
Action: Clerk to progress authorised works.
08.20.1644 Council to consider approval of football club request to erect small additional storage shed in the locked compound adjacent to the Pavilion. No cost to the council.

All councillors’ present agreed.
Action: Clerk to inform ACRFC of the councils decision.
08.20.1645 Council to consider reimbursement of conference call charges for 5th August 2020 meeting

All councillors’ present agreed.

08.20.1646 PCSO report

Cllr. L. Belgrove went through the report previously circulated to all councillors’.
08.20.1647 Councillors to raise any matters they feel should be brought to the attention of the Council (1 minute each councillor).
Cllr. Scott – Flyover bridge, Coach Road and Wivenhoe Road path overgrown and going towards the speed camera, the path way needs widening. Path near double-glazing place, footpath over grown as well.

Cllr. Osborne – Mentioned about the wild flower seeds that had been sown earlier this year by J’s Garden Valet Services near the bridge, both sides had unfortunately been cut by ECC/land owner.
08.20.1648 Meeting closed at 20.48pm 
Chairman/Vice Chairman signed:……………………………………  Date:…………………………
Appendix 1 – District Council report
Alresford Parish Council – August 2020 
District

We both continue to attend virtual meetings and have attended Constitution Working Party, Standards Committee and Full Council – although reduced in number. Gary has also attended Local Plan and Planning Policy Committee which talked about the Local Plan and Garden Communities also Gary attended a prebrief to talk about getting Tendring back to business after the pandemic  before moving onto Resources and Services Committee where Covid and ‘Back to Business’ loans which have been relaunched were discussed.

At Cabinet where Alresford’s Local Neighbourhood Plan was approved Gary was able to give thanks to all those who had worked so hard on putting it together.

Ian Davidson continues to send out regular updates.

Alresford 
We have given out recycling boxes to residents.

We have continued to have requests for prescriptions and shopping needs in the Village.

We continue to report flytipping – there was a mass of bags on the B1027 in the layby on the way to Wivenhoe and non-collection of refuse.

Gary did an impromptu litter pick of the playing field.

The Alresford Hall planning application will be heard next Tuesday 11th August at 6.00 pm.

We were asked about how residents could get adaptations done to their property for mobility reasons.

Gary and Ann Councillors for Alresford Ward –5th August 2020

Appendix 2 – County Council report

	1.
	ECC Recycling centres.

Locally Clacton & Colchester.
	Circular sent to councilors via AG’s “clerk” system. Plus direct from ECC & press.
	ECC have now opened all sites,  Some are restricted due to social distancing inside.
	Not quite back to normal. Only one person per vehicle to get out. I believe they are looking at some later opening times.

	2.
	ECC Highways Issues monthly July bulletin
	Circular sent to councilors via AG’s “clerk” system.
	Update included article on how many repairs in district.  
	It has been a surprisingly good time to get some of the bigger projects done.  Much less traffic on road.  A good example is B1029 junction with B1027 at Thorrington and feeding roads.

	3.
	Notes from highway briefing
	Circular sent to councilors via AG’s “clerk” system.
	Speed & volume surveys temporarily suspended.
	Felt that any results would not be truly representative.

	4.
	Resident [VR] parking problem in Pippin Way.
	Parking issue - unsociable
	Well done Frank and Julia. First class service in the community.  Much appreciated by all.
	Working with Chairman and PCSO – an excellent result.  Within 3 days of request for help, site visits and tickets issued.  Resident delighted.

	5.
	B1027 speed review
	Discussions continue
	
	Hopefully an update at next LHP.

	6.
	Colne School Zebra crossing & junction changes.
	Public consultation from Aug 1st
	300 plus increase in students.  Possibly up to £5 million spend
	Hopefully all aware and responding.

	7,
	Regular update meetings with ECC officers and other Councillors.

Variety of subjects.
	Some road resurfacing & re-dressing going ahead.

 
	4000 volunteers for ECC Shield programe. Not enough work for all volunteers.

ECC spent £106 million extra. Two grants from central govt but only £37 & £26 millions.

Potential shortfall in rates.  Reserves being used.  Good to have them!
	COVID.  In many areas ECC are not entirely totally responsible, but are aware of their social and moral responsibility. 

	8.
	Library in Essex Nearest in Brightlingsea.
	In the second tranche of libraries to be opened.
	
	Now open.  AG visited. Working okay.  Working around social distancing inside.

	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Junior schools opening. Problem with B’sea.
	BTC Letters sent to Cllr Gooding & Claire Kershaw from BTC after last meet.
	Cllr Gooding replied to BTC.

AG in discussions with Cllr Howard. She building good long term relationship. Aware outbreak.
	National guidelines confirmed. Priority to get as many pupils in front of teachers for as long as possible.

	11.
	11. Community Shielding.  ECC scheme. 
	4,000 volunteers over whole of Essex
	Now awaiting increase in requests as some return to work.
	Not all Volunteer used.  That’s a good thing!  Recommended as additional help to local efforts.

	12
	B1029 “flooding” – tenpenny hill
	Complaint from resident
	ECC engineers visited. Swept.
	Problem appears to be not on highway, coming back with camers. May be issue about riparian rights.

	13.
	North Essex passenger group meeting & portfolio holder
	Discussion including home to school transport.
	Social distance means that an 80-seater bus can only carry 19 passengers to 2M rules!
	There could be a problem with Alresford residents.  ECC trying to address number of buses and drivers available

	14.
	Potholes member led initiative. 2020
	Introduced again.  10 for Alresford in order of priority
	Some already on list. Some not qualify. Select.  You may not have 10!  Not kerbs!
	AG circulated details. Stricly highways – not pavements/byways

	15.
	Park & pedal

Park & walk. Discussions
	Part of walking & cycling initiatives from central government
	Its not a “war” on cars.
	Use park & ride facility in Colchester in a different and additional way.

	16.  
	Member grant. £10K from ECC
	Discussion re options
	Residents & Councils. AG seeking match funding.
	Need consult with all 5 parishes. Paper to follow.

	17.
	Back to school in September
	
	
	Big focus from ECC & Govt to make sure schools open as safely as possible for as many children as possible

	18.
	Passenger Transport meet.12/06/20
	Discuss. Large scale return to schools in September
	With social distancing need 100% more buses and drivers. ECC.  Possibly bus marshals, passenger assistants. Masks?
	Good local services within ECC budgets. Discuss number of bus companies up for sale!

	19.
	Early years board.  16/06/20
	Pupils with extra needs.  Some social. Some medical.
	Not all sites able to stay open with reduced numbers.  More hubs. Basically schools & nurseries are safe places.
	Again mention of mental issues for some parents and pupils.  Difficult for under 4’s

	20.
	LHP meeting 19/06/20

[attended with Cllr.Belgrove]
	Budget £395K. Commissioned schemes already £351K + £29K
	Only £15K left for whole year. Locally schemes on list. 
	Looking for schemes that will not be completed this year?  Slippage.

	21.
	Minerals meet 23/06/20
	Balancing competing needs of sustainable developments 
	Government require 7 years supply. Aggregates = Sand & Gravel. Brick Clay. GREEN what we must recycle and use again. Less landfill!
	2014 adopted plan appears to be working well.  Good that we have so much locally [money] and that need does not have to travel so far.

	22.
	Govt assistance scheme
	Aimed at small firms and groups
	Administered by TDC & Colchester DC.
	AG managed to help 5 applications at £10K each locally
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